CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

NE-6.  SEEDING AND MULCHING FOR PROTECTIVE COVER

1.
SCOPE

The work shall consist of preparing the area for seeding, mulching, and fertilizing.  These areas consist of disturbed areas and other areas as indicated on the drawings or otherwise designated.

2.
SEEDBED PREPARATION AND APPLICATION

The seedbed shall be prepared with loose surface at least three inches thick.

The grass mixture to be furnished will be uniformly drilled on all areas accessible to machinery.  On areas not accessible to machinery, the seed may be uniformly broadcast and will be covered by use of a harrow.

The grass drill used to drill the seed will be of such construction that it can handle light fluffy seeds, will have double-disk furrow openers spaced not more than 10 inches apart, and be equipped with depth bands to allow placement of the seed from one-half inch to one inch deep (Nisbet drill or equivalent).  Land-roller type seeding equipment is not acceptable.

3.
MATERIALS

The seeding, fertilizing, and mulching requirements are as specified on Form NE-CPA-8.  Seed shall meet all requirements of the NEBRASKA SEED LAW.

Native prairie hay will be used as mulching material.  It must be relatively free of weeds.  Hay of the following species or mixtures of species is preferred:  big bluestem, little bluestem, indiangrass, prairie cordgrass, western wheatgrass, sideoats grama, or switchgrass.  Minor amounts of other species that occur in the native prairie will be acceptable.

Anchoring will be done immediately after application and will be accomplished by using a straight serrated disc machine (similar to the Imco Landscape Soil Erosion Mulch Tiller) with discs spaced not more than eight inches apart, weighted to press the mulch into the soil.  Operations of the mulch anchoring machine on slopes to be on the approximate contour wherever possible.
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