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CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP)
MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS ON ESTABLISHED COVER

    Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A - CRP   (June 2016)
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MANAGEMENT IS REQUIRED TO ADDRESS THESE Conditions IN ESTABLISHED COVER
1. Sodbound or shaded grasses (excessive mulch/low plant vigor).
2. Lack of plant diversity and proper vegetative cover (vegetative cover agreed to in CRP contract is not present).
3. Cover is not providing desired wildlife habitat.

REQUIRED MID-CONTRACT MANAGEMENT AFTER ESTABLISHMENT

General Requirements and Restrictions

CRP contracts are required to have a management activity (mid-contract management) included in the approved conservation plan.  All management activities must be completed before the end of year 6 for contracts that are 10 years in length and before the end of year 9 for contracts that are 15 years in length.  Management activities are not allowed in the last 3 years of the CRP contract.  Following stand establishment, management practices that are not listed for specific fields in the approved conservation plan shall not be used without NRCS approval.  Management practices are restricted to the time periods listed for individual management practices and shall not be conducted between May 1 and July 15 to protect nesting birds and young wildlife, except when necessary to control noxious weeds (refer to Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 19).  
· A mid-contract management (MCM) activity must be conducted a minimum of one time during the contract period unless otherwise noted as exempt.  
· Re-enrolled grass which is not being “upgraded” to meet CP practice requirements must have a management activity conducted at the beginning of the contract and mid-contract for a minimum of two management activities during the contract period.
· All cover management activity options included in the NE-PS-20A except Managed Harvesting (Haying) and Routine (Managed) Grazing can be cost-shared.
· Grazing can only be implemented in accordance with either routine (managed)/emergency or incidental grazing provisions.
· Harvesting (Haying) can only be implemented in accordance with either managed or emergency harvesting (haying) provisions.
· Management activities may be conducted and cost shared more frequently than the required minimum intervals listed, provided that the activity is technically justified and not prohibited by 2-CRP (Rev. 5), Paragraph 428.  All additional management activities must be incorporated into the conservation plan.
· CRP contracts developed in Sign-up 47 and all subsequent signups (10/1/2015 and beyond) are subject to the new provision as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev, 5), NE Exhibit 5 diversity requirements as noted below.  CRP contracts developed prior to Sign-up 47 may operate under the original provisions as outlined in the NE-PS-20A in place at time of contract development or choose to adopt ALL the new provision terms.
Diversity Considerations for Wildlife

Initial CRP Seedings to Meet Wildlife Diversity
The seed mixture used to establish the CRP cover can impact the options available for MCM by allowing a diverse stand with early successional habitat qualities to persist longer into the contract period.  In order to provide this type of habitat, consideration should be given to the aspects listed below to establish CRP cover with the initial seeding that will result in greater diversity for wildlife.  The seed mixture must also meet the requirements of the CRP conservation practices (CP) applicable to the contract.  Coordinate with your local Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office to ensure requirements are met.
· Seed mixtures should provide between 10 PLS/ft2 and 15 PLS/ft2 total seeding rate. Note: Erosive sites may require higher seeding rates up to 25 PLS/ft2 throughout the contract or in localized areas.
· Grasses should not exceed 50% of the total mixture based on seeds per square foot.
· Minimize the use of sod-forming grasses in the mixture (i.e. less than 25% of the mix).

Wildlife Diversity and Mid-Contract Management
As outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 the conditions listed below are the diversity requirements to determine if managed harvesting (haying) (as a stand-alone activity) may be used as a substitute for mid-contract management.  ALL three elements must be met for managed harvesting (haying) to be used for mid-contract management. The conditions listed below are also the diversity requirements to determine if the interseeding of additional forbs, legumes or grasses is required.  The interseeding of additional forbs and legumes (as well as grasses in circumstances where the necessary grass species diversity is lacking) following management treatment is optional ONLY when ALL of elements listed exist prior to the management being applied.  The diversity must also meet the requirements of the CRP conservation practices (CP) applicable to the contract.
· Existing stand of vegetation contains a moderate diversity of plants (10 or more) represented throughout the stand.
· Broadleaf plants (collectively) represent a substantial component (25% or more) of the stand relative to grass cover.
· Bunchgrass species are present and aggressive sod-forming grasses comprise a relatively small portion of the overall composition (25% or less by cover) which includes species such as smooth brome, reed canarygrass, switchgrass, etc.
Mid-Contract Management Options

It is the responsibility of the cooperator (producer) to select a maximum of ONE mid-contract management option (listed below) to be included in the approved CRP conservation plan.  For re-enrolled grass which is not being enhanced/“upgraded” select a maximum of TWO management options (one management for the beginning of the contract and one for mid-contract (MCM)).

At the time FSA is generating the CRP-2 form and prior to NRCS developing the CRP conservation plan the cooperator (producer) shall select the appropriate management option(s) for the contract by completing the information below (see additional page(s) for more details):

If a management practice substitution is needed at a later date contact NRCS for guidance and requirements.


                      Specify if Management is
                      Beginning or MCM

	
     
	
	
     
	
TILLAGE AND INTERSEEDING*

	
	
	
	

	
     
	
	
     
	
PRESCRIBED BURNING AND INTERSEEDING *

	
	
	
	

	
     
	
	
     
	
CHEMICAL HERBACEOUS VEGETATION CONTROL AND INTERSEEDING *

	
	
	
	

	
     
	
	
     
	
HIGH-INTENSITY, SHORT-DURATION GRAZING AND INTERSEEDING *

	
	
	
	

	
     
	
	
     
	
HAYING AND INTERSEEDING *





* Interseeding following management treatment is optional only when ALL of the diversity elements outlined in 2-CRP 
   (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 exist prior to the management being applied.




I (We) concur with the selected management option and management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP.  

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     	

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     

	FSA County Committee Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     

	NRD Representative Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     




























	Landuser:
	     
	OPID:
	     
	County:
	     
	Date:
	     

	CRP Contract No./Revision No. :
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No(s)./Acres:
	     




COVER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Tillage and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP1, CP2, CP4B/4D, CP10, CP25 (prairie sites only), CP38E, CP42 – FOTG Practice 647
CRP Practice CP9, CP15A/15B, CP21, CP23/23A, CP24, CP28, CP29, CP30, CP33 – FOTG Practice 647 

· Tillage may need to be more intensive on sites with aggressive sod-forming grasses such as smooth brome or switchgrass.
· Managed Harvesting (Haying), Routine (Managed) Grazing or Prescribed Burning may also be needed to remove excessive residue prior to tillage/seeding. CP25 and CP42 are not eligible for harvesting (haying) or grazing.  Refer to the appropriate Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 12 for Managed Harvesting (Haying)/ Routine (Managed) Grazing for details.
· Tillage will not be conducted within 50 feet of field boundaries along state and county improved roads and highways.  
· Tillage will not be conducted within 50 feet of property ownership boundaries without the approval of the adjacent landowner.
· Note: Tillage may occur within the outside edge (50 feet) of CP-33 and other buffers provided that tall weedy growth is shredded/clipped after July 15th of the first growing season to a height not less than 18 inches and not greater than 36 inches.
· Tillage cannot be conducted between May 1st and July 15th to protect nesting birds and young wildlife.
· Tillage will generally not be conducted in waterways, within 30 feet of streams or other permanent waterbody, on extremely sandy sites, slopes greater than 20% and areas with a high risk of noxious weed colonization.  A minimum level of residue of 30% will be maintained on slopes greater than 9% and within 100 feet of streams or other permanent waterbody.
· Tillage will be conducted on the contour and periodic strips of undisturbed vegetation (20’ wide or greater) will be required to prevent excessive erosion.  (See FOTG – Section IV (647) Early Successional Habitat Development/Management–Specification.)
· Tilling wide strips (100 feet or wider) within a field is desired for wildlife habitat.
· * Interseeding is REQUIRED following tillage unless ALL the diversity requirements as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 and requirements specific to the CP practice exist prior to tillage.  Refer to NE-PS-26 for CP42 species requirements.
· Interseeding may be conducted without tillage on sandy sites (soils with an I factor of 134 or greater) provided a seeding device is used that creates some level of minimal disturbance to allow for germination and establishment.
· Broadcast seeding is only allowed if tillage is completed prior to seeding and seeding rates are doubled.
· Approved legumes/forbs will be interseeded in conjunction with tillage and specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.  NRCS will provide details on the NE-CPA-8 Job Sheet for Grass Seeding:  (Note - Native species only on CP-25)
	Time Frame for Tillage & Interseeding:
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Identify on a plan map the acres to receive management noted and additional details for implementing the tillage/seeding operation.  


MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION:

I (We) certify that the management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP have been met.  

Document the management type, acres and date completed below and sign and date to certify completion.

	Management Completed:
	Acres:
	Date Completed:

	Tillage
	     
	     

	Interseeding
	     
	     

	Other:      
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	


	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	
	Date: 
		







	Landuser:
	     
	OPID:
	     
	County:
	     
	Date:
	     

	CRP Contract No./Revision No. :
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No(s)./Acres:
	     




COVER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Prescribed Burning and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP1, CP2, CP4B/4D, CP10 & CP25 (prairie sites only), CP38E, CP42 – FOTG Practice 647 (include 338 as a non-cost share item)
CRP Practice CP8A, CP9, CP15A/15B, CP21, CP23/23A, CP24, CP28, CP29, CP30, CP33 – FOTG Practice 647 (include 338 as a non-cost share item)

· This management option may not be appropriate on extremely sandy sites or where safety risks exist.
· A prescribed burn plan that complies with state and local laws/regulations and the FOTG standard for Prescribed Burning (338) must be developed prior to the burn.  In addition, a burn permit issued by local authorities must be obtained prior to burning.
· Landusers are liable for any damage and are responsible for confining prescribed burns to their own land.
· * Interseeding is REQUIRED following Prescribed Burning unless ALL the diversity requirements as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 and requirements specific to the CP practice exist prior to Prescribed Burning.  Refer to NE-PS-26 for CP42 species requirements.
· Broadcast seeding following Prescribed Burning is only allowed if tillage is completed prior to seeding and seeding rates are doubled.
· Approved legumes/forbs will be interseeded in conjunction with burning and specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.  NRCS will provide details on the NE-CPA-8 Job Sheet for Grass Seeding:  (Note - Native species only on CP-25)
	Time Frame for Prescribed Burning & Interseeding:
	     

	Fields/Acres:
	     



Identify on a plan map the area to be burned and associated prescribed burning plan, copy of burn permit and other appropriate materials.


MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION:

I (We) certify that the management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP have been met.  

Document the management type, acres and date completed below and sign and date to certify completion.

	Management Completed:
	Acres:
	Date Completed:

	Prescribed Burning
	     
	     

	Interseeding
	     
	     

	Other:      
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	


	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	
	Date: 
		





















	Landuser:
	     
	OPID:
	     
	County:
	     
	Date:
	     

	CRP Contract No./Revision No. :
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No(s)./Acres:
	     




COVER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP1, CP2, CP4B/4D, PC10, CP25 (prairie sites only), CP38E, CP42 – FOTG Practice 647 (also include 315 as a non-cost share item)
CRP Practice CP9, CP15A/15B, CP21, CP23/23A, CP24, CP28, CP29, CP30, CP33 – FOTG Practice 647 (also include 315 as a non-cost share item)  

· Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control includes using burn-down chemicals to eradicate undesired cover (e.g. smooth brome) or suppress existing cover (chemical mowing) to allow for increased plant diversity.  Chemical label direction should be followed. 
· This option is not to be used for the purpose of noxious weed control or weed control during establishment.
· Managed Harvesting (Haying), Routine (Managed) Grazing or Prescribed Burning may also be needed to remove excessive residue prior to chemical application.  CP25 and CP42 are not eligible for managed harvesting (haying) or routine (managed) grazing.  Refer to the appropriate Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 12 for Managed Harvesting (Haying)/ Routine (Managed) Grazing for details.
· * Interseeding is REQUIRED following Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control unless ALL the diversity requirements as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 and requirements specific to the CP practice exist prior to and following Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control.  Refer to NE-PS-26 for CP42 species requirements.
· Broadcast seeding is only allowed following Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control if tillage is completed prior to seeding and seeding rates are doubled.
· Approved legumes/forbs will be interseeded in conjunction with chemical herbaceous vegetation control and specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.  NRCS will provide details on the NE-CPA-8 Job Sheet for Grass Seeding:  (Note - Native species only on CP-25)
	Time Frame for Application & Interseeding:
	     

	Fields/Acres:
	     



Identify on a plan map the area to be treated with chemical and associated details (type of chemical, application rate, site preparation). 


MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION:

I (We) certify that the management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP have been met.  

Document the management type, acres and date completed below and sign and date to certify completion.

	Management Completed:
	Acres:
	Date Completed:

	Chemical Herbaceous Vegetation Control
	     
	     

	Interseeding
	     
	     

	Other:      
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	


	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date:
		

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	
	Date: 
		
















	Landuser:
	     
	OPID:
	     
	County:
	     
	Date:
	     

	CRP Contract No./Revision No. :
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No(s)./Acres:
	     



COVER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Grazing and Interseeding* Option
General Information – See Specific Information for CP Practices Below

This statewide practice may be substituted as “management.” Routine (managed) grazing strategies other than “high-intensity, short-duration” will not, by themselves, provide the necessary vegetative response needed to increase plant diversity and enhance wildlife habitat and are not eligible as a management activity.  Contracts where “incidental grazing” is allowed during gleaning of crop stubble will also have the opportunity for the incidental grazing activity to apply as a “management” activity.  High-intensity, short-duration requirements would not apply on the areas incidentally grazed.  The contract must otherwise be eligible for either routine (managed)/emergency grazing or incidental grazing.  CP25 and CP42 are not eligible for grazing.  Only CP8A, CP15A/15B, CP21 and CP33 are eligible for incidental grazing.  Grazing will result in a CRP program payment reduction.  Attach the appropriate Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 12.

· *Interseeding is REQUIRED following grazing unless ALL the diversity requirements as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 exist prior to grazing.
· Specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.
· Approved legumes/forbs will be interseeded in conjunction with grazing and specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.  NRCS will provide details on the NE-CPA-8 Job Sheet for Grass Seeding:  (Note - Native species only on CP-25)
	Time Frame for Grazing & Interseeding:
	     

	Fields/Acres:
	     



High-Intensity, Short-Duration Grazing and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP1, CP2, CP4B/4D, CP10, CP38E – FOTG Practice 528 (also include 647 for interseeding)
· High-intensity, short-duration grazing (at least twice the recommended stocking rates for one month or less of grazing, followed by rest the remainder of the grazing season), may be substituted for, or used in conjunction with the other management options.
· The use of routine (managed) grazing in combination with prescribed burning under the “patch burn-graze” method is encouraged.
· Aggressive, sod-forming grasses (e.g. smooth brome) may require a higher stocking rate or more frequent treatments.
· Broadcast seeding is only allowed following High-Intensity, Short-Duration Grazing if tillage is completed prior to seeding and seeding rates are doubled.
Incidental Grazing and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP8A, CP15A/15B, CP21, CP33 – FOTG Practice 528 (also include 647 for interseeding)
· Incidental grazing is applicable to the gleaning of the crop residue in a field or before the harvest of a small grain.
· Incidental grazing is applicable when grazing occurs after the participant harvests crops from within the surrounding field or during the dormant period of a small grain intended for harvest.
· If the acreage to be grazed is separated from the surrounding cropland by a fence, the acreage shall not be grazed as this would not be considered incidental grazing.
· All livestock shall be removed from CRP acreage no later than 60 calendar days after incidental grazing begins.

Identify on a plan map the area to be grazed and associated grazing plan details (type of livestock, stocking rate, duration, etc.).




MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION:

I (We) certify that the management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP have been met. 
 
Document the management type, acres and date completed below and sign and date to certify completion.

	Management Completed:
	Acres:
	Date Completed:

	High-Intensity, Short-duration Grazing
	     
	     

	Incidental Grazing
	     
	     

	Interseeding
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	
	Date: 
		


	Landuser:
	     
	OPID:
	     
	County:
	     
	Date:
	     

	CRP Contract No./Revision No. :
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No(s)./Acres:
	     




COVER MANAGEMENT OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Haying and Interseeding* Option
CRP Practice CP1, CP2, CP4B/4D, CP10, CP38E – FOTG Practice 511 (also include 647 for interseeding)
The use of managed harvesting (haying) (as a stand-alone activity) as a substitute for “management” is acceptable ONLY when ALL the diversity requirements outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 as listed below are met for the existing stand:
· Existing stand of vegetation contains a moderate diversity of plants (10 or more) represented throughout the stand.
· Broadleaf plants (collectively) represent a substantial component (25% or more) of the stand relative to grass cover.
· Bunchgrass species are present and aggressive sod-forming grasses comprise a relatively small portion of the overall composition (25% or less by cover) which includes species such as smooth brome, reed canarygrass, switchgrass, etc.

The contract must otherwise be eligible for either managed or emergency harvesting (haying) (CP25 and CP42 are not eligible).  Managed Harvesting (Haying) will result in a CRP program payment reduction.  Attach the appropriate Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 12.

· Managed Harvesting (Haying) used for management on contracts that are 20 acres or larger must be hayed in rotation with a maximum of 50% of contract acres hayed in any given year.
· Managed Harvesting (Haying) may be substituted for or used in conjunction with the other management options.
· *Interseeding may be conducted and cost-shared in conjunction with this activity.  Interseeding is not required as managed harvesting (haying) is only available as a substitute for “management” when diversity requirements as outlined in 2-CRP (Rev. 5), NE Exhibit 5 exist.
· Specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.
· Broadcast seeding is only allowed following managed harvesting (haying) if tillage is completed prior to seeding and seeding rates are doubled.
· Approved legumes/forbs will be interseeded in conjunction with haying and specifications for interseeding must be obtained prior to seeding.  NRCS will provide details on the NE-CPA-8 Job Sheet for Grass Seeding:  (Note - Native species only on CP-25)
	Time Frame for Haying & Interseeding:
	     

	Fields/Acres:
	     



Identify on a plan map the area to be hayed and associated details (acres, % of field to be hayed, ect.).


MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION:

I (We) certify that the management provisions outlined in Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 20A-CRP have been met.  

Document the management type, acres and date completed below and sign and date to certify completion.

	Management Completed:
	Acres:
	Date Completed:

	Managed Harvesting (Haying)
	     
	     

	Interseeding
	     
	     

	Other:      
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	


	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	COOPERATOR (Producer) Signature:
	
	Date: 
		

	NRCS Representative Signature:
	
	Date: 
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