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Wildlife Enhancement Activity - Pollinator Areas 
 
Pollinator Areas Overview 
Habitat for pollinators can be encouraged by the use of nectar producing plant corridors in non-
cropped areas such as field borders, vegetative barriers, contour buffer strips, waterways, 
shelterbelts, windbreaks, riparian forest and herbaceous buffers. 
 
Agricultural productivity is directly dependent on pollinators.  Approximately 75% of all 
cultivated crops require pollination to produce seed and fruit.  The majority of pollinators are 
insects but some birds and bats also play a major role.  The services of native pollinators are 
worth an estimated $4.1 billion dollars a year to U.S. agriculture.  Both native and domestic 
pollinators are disappearing, largely due to habitat loss.  Nectar corridors can provide the proper 
habitat for pollinators as well as other resource benefits. 
 
Benefits 
Increased habitat for pollinators will increase plant health and vigor, improve fruit set and overall 
quality, increase fruit size, increase productivity per acre, increase biodiversity, increase the 
population of beneficial insects, decrease the use of pesticides, enhance wildlife habitat, and 
increase the prey base for many wildlife species. 
 
Criteria for Pollinator Areas Enhancement Activity 
This enhancement requires site preparation and the planting of flowering trees, shrubs, forbs, 
legumes, and vines.  It will also require management and maintenance of the activity. 
 
Planting and Maintenance 
Pollinator habitat areas will be at least ½ acre in size and include a minimum of ten (10) 
flowering plant species including forbs, legumes, vines, shrubs, and/or trees, which will 
comprise at least 50% of the seeding rate (by number of seeds/sq. ft., not by weight).  Plantings 
will be composed of native species.  The planting will include as a minimum three early, three 
mid and three late flowering species from the NRCS state list. 
 
Some plants produce toxins that are poisonous to pollinators. California buckeye (Aesculus 
californica) and several species of rhododendron are known to produce toxic nectar and should 
not be used in plantings. 
 
All site preparation and plant establishment shall be accomplished according to the appropriate 
NRCS conservation practice standards and specifications. 
 
Once established, management or maintenance activities such as mowing, haying, burning, or 
grazing must be conducted outside of the growing season or period of bloom (April 15th - October 15th). 
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Insecticides kill pollinators and should not be used in the habitat area. Herbicides destroy 
plants that provide food and shelter for pollinators. Even natural herbicides and botanical 
insecticides can harm bees. If pesticides are used in adjoining fields, consider applying 
them in the evening when most insect pollinators are not active.  
 
The habitat areas will be regularly inspected for presence of invasive or noxious plants or 
other weeds which may comprise the intended purpose.  Invasive species should be 
controlled using the least intrusive method. 

Any use of the Pollinator Habitat area must not compromise its intended purpose. 

Native Forbs 
Early    Middle    Late 
Blanketflower   Blackeyed Susan*  Canada goldenrod 
Canada milkvetch  Blanketflower   Dotted gayfeather 
Illinois bundleflower  Canada goldenrod  False sunflower 
Leadplant   Canada milkvetch  False boneset 
Purple coneflower  Dotted gayfeather  Maximilian sunflower* 
Purple prairieclover  False sunflower  Missouri goldenrod 
Roundhead lespedeza  False boneset   Prairie sunflower 
Scarlet globemallow  Illinois bundleflower  Showy partridgepea 
Western yarrow  Leadplant   Stiff goldenrod 
White prairieclover  Missouri goldenrod  Stiff sunflower 
    Plains coreopsis*  Upright coneflower 
    Prairie sunflower  White aster 
    Purple coneflower 
    Purple prairieclover 
    Roundhead lespedeza 
    Scarlet globemallow 
    Showy partridgepea 
    Stiff goldenrod 
    Stiff sunflower 
    Upright coneflower 
    Western yarrow 
    White aster 
    White prairieclover 
    Wild bergamot * 

* = only appear in one season (no native forbs appear in all three seasons) 
 
Native Shrubs (all are considered early season)    
American plum  Buffaloberry   Chokecherry 
Elderberry   Golden currant  Gray dogwood  
Red-osier dogwood  Skunkbush sumac  Woods Rose  
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