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 August 14, 2007 
 
TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 586 
 
This notice transmits updates to Section I – Table of Contents, Reference Lists and Cost Data, 
updates to Section II – Windbreak Interpretations, Conservation Tree/Shrub Groups (CTSGs), 
an update to Section IV – Firebreak Standard (394) and a new Firebreak Design Procedures 
(394DP). 
 
Section I updates include the addition of the Fiscal Year 2007 Average Cost Docket and 
updates to the Section I Table of Contents, Reference Lists and Cost Data Subsection Index.  It 
is up to the discretion of each office as to whether a hard copy of the Average Cost Docket 
should be filed in the Field Office Technical Guide.  It is also up to the discretion of each field 
office as to what documents from Section I-Cost Data are printed in hard copy and filed in the 
FOTG.  If there are files or references that are used on a regular basis, such as the Crop 
Budgets, Farm Custom Rates, or Machinery Costs, feel free to print those out and file in the 
FOTG; if there are documents that are not used on a regular basis, do not feel obligated to print 
and file them.  Remember they are also available electronically when the need for them arises. 
 
If you have any questions on Section I updates please contact, Julie Breuer at (402) 437-4126 
or by e-mail at julie.breuer@ne.usda.gov. 
 
Section II, Windbreak Interpretations updates include a change in recommendation of green ash 
for windbreak, shelterbelt and tree plantings for each Conservation Tree/Shrub Group in which 
green ash appears.  The groups affected are CTSGs 1 through 9.  Green ash is no longer 
recommended for any windbreak, shelterbelt, or tree planting associated with 
conservation programs in Nebraska.  The reason for the change is the high susceptibility of 
any ash tree to invasion by Emerald Ash Borer, a non-native insect accidentally imported from 
China.  EAB has no known predators in the U.S. and Canada.  It attacks and kills any and all 
sizes of ash.  The EAB has not yet been detected in Nebraska.  Arrival is expected, but “When” 
is the unknown issue.  EAB has moved from the Great Lakes in Ontario and Michigan since 
2002.  It has since been found in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.  The only 
real estate between Nebraska the infected areas is Iowa and the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers.  The bug has been transported, mainly via infected firewood or shipping pallets.  We are 
proceeding on the side of caution, even though green ash is a native species in Nebraska.  
Should subsequent affordable biological or chemical controls be developed for stemming the 
tide of destruction caused by the Emerald Ash Borer, the CTSG will be revised. 
 
Section IV changes include an update of the Firebreak standard (394) and the addition of a 
completely new Firebreak Design Procedures (394DP).  It is recommended that all field office 
employees involved in any aspect of firebreaks read 394DP carefully. 
 
If you have any questions on the changes in Sections II and IV please contact, Constance Miller 
at (402) 437-4029 or by e-mail at constance.miller@ne.usda.gov. 
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Note: The State Office will archive a hard copy of all materials and copies of electronic files of 
materials removed on the Nebraska eFOTG site under Section I, Archive, Cost Data.  If Field 
Offices wish to maintain an archived hard copy of the Cost Data subsection of Section 1 as a 
reference they may do so.  The State Office will also archive a hard copy of all materials and 
copies of electronic files of materials removed on the Nebraska eFOTG site under Section IV, 
Archive, Practice Standards and Specifications.  If Field Offices wish to maintain an archived 
hard copy, of the Firebreak Standard (394) as a reference, they may do so. 
 
Changes for all field offices are noted by "ALL COUNTIES" and should be made in all Field 
Office Technical Guides. 
 
REMOVE AND RECYCLE INSERT 
ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section I – General Resource References 
Table of Contents 
T.G. Notice 585 
MAY 2007 

Section I – General Resource References 
Table of Contents 
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section I – General Resource References 
Table of Contents 
T.G. Notice 553 
MARCH 2004 

Section I – General Resource References 
Subsection Index – Section I – Cost Data
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section I – Reference List 
References 
T.G. Notice 583 
APRIL 2007 

Section I – Reference List 
Reference List by Subject
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section II – Statewide Soil and Site 

Information  
Table of Contents 
T.G. Notice 581 
NOVEMBER 2006 

Section II – Statewide Soil and Site 
Information  

Table of Contents
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section II – Statewide Soil and Site 

Information – Windbreak Interpretations 
Conservation Tree/Shrub Groups 
T.G. Notice 535 
FEBRUARY 2003 

Section II – Statewide Soil and Site 
Information – Windbreak Interpretations 

Conservation Tree/Shrub Groups
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section IV – Practice Standards and   

Specifications 
Table of Contents 
T.G. Notice 583 
APRIL 2007 

Section IV – Practice Standards and   
Specifications 

Table of Contents
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
Section IV – Practice Standards and   

Specifications 
Firebreak Standard (394)  
T.G. Notice 490 
DECEMBER 2000 

Section IV – Practice Standards and   
Specifications 

Firebreak Standard (394)  
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

 
 

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/SECTION_I_TOC_586.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/Sec_1_Cost_Data_Subsection_Index_586.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/reference_list_by_subject_NE-TG_Notice_586.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/Section_II_TOC_tg586.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/ConservTreeShrub.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/sect4_TOC_TGN586.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE394.pdf


REMOVE AND RECYCLE INSERT 
ALL COUNTIES ALL COUNTIES 
NONE 
 
(NEW) Please read carefully 

Section IV – Practice Standards and   
Specifications 

Firebreak (394) SOW  
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

NONE 
 
(NEW) Please read carefully 

Section IV – Practice Standards and   
Specifications 

Firebreak Design Procedures (394DP)  
T.G. Notice 586 
JULY 2007 

 
 
 
/s/ Stephen K. Chick 
 
 
STEPHEN K. CHICK 
State Conservationist 
 
Attachments 

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE394_SOW_Firebreak.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE394DP.pdf

