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Operation and Maintenance Items
A properly operated and maintained dike is an asset to your farm. This dike was designed and installed to prevent inundation of your farmland from the adjacent watercourse. The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of the structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.
General Recommendations

· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.

· Periodically check the elevation of the earthfills and restore to grade, if necessary.  

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization and controlled application of herbicides when necessary. Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation. 

· Periodically inspect flap gates, control gates, valves and other appurtenances for proper functioning, and their ability to maintain the water level to design elevations.  Immediately remove any blockage or debris that could cause malfunction.  At approximately 3 month intervals exercise gates and valves to help assure proper function.

· Make sure that all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system.  Keep screens and/or rodent guards maintained and in place.

· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in the earthen sections and repair damage.

Special Operation and Maintenance Requirements:  
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