


GRASSED WATERWAY
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN


	Landowner/Operator:
	
	Farm/Tract No.
	

	Field Office:
	
	Town:
	

	Prepare by:
	
	Date:
	



Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible for establishing and implementing an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
General Requirements

1. During the first year of the seeding establishment growing season, waterway vegetation must be clipped by August 1 to allow seeded grasses to compete with weed species.
2. Vegetation height should be maintained between ___________ inches and ___________ inches.
3. Channel bottom will not be used as a field access road.  Lift tillage equipment when crossing waterways.
4. Graze only when the ground is firm.  Waterway will be fenced if necessary to avoid excessive grazing.
5. Chemicals which kill grass will not be sprayed onto or allowed to drain into the waterway.  This includes runoff from barnyards, feeding areas, etc.
6. Do not till waterway side slopes.
7. After vegetation has been established one or more years, delay mowing until after August 1 to allow nesting birds to complete nesting.  Haying when conditions are dry enough is allowed.
8. A maintenance program shall be established to maintain waterway capacity, vegetative cover, and outlet stability.  Vegetation damaged by machinery, herbicides, or erosion must be repaired promptly.
9. Inspect grassed waterways regularly, especially following heavy rains.  Damaged areas will be filled, compacted, and seeded immediately.  Remove sediment deposits to maintain capacity of grassed waterway.
10. Landowners should be advised to avoid areas where forbs have been established when applying herbicides.  Avoid using waterways as turn-rows during tillage and cultivation operations.  Prescribed burning and mowing may be appropriate to enhance wildlife values, but must be conducted to avoid peak nesting seasons and reduced winter cover.
Specific Requirements for Your Practice
1. 
2. 
3. 
Signatures:
	Reviewed by:
	_____________________
	Date
	______________

	:
	Landowner/Operator
	
	

	Reviewed by:
	_____________________
	Date
	_______________

	:
	Conservationist
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