United States Department of Agriculture�Natural Resources Conservation Service �New Hampshire


Operation and Maintenance Worksheet�For Your�Surface Drainage, Field Ditch


For:	Landowner/Operator										


	Job Location											


	County			 Prepared By				 Date			


Operation and Maintenance Items


A properly operated and maintained surface drainage system is an asset to the farm.  This drainage system was designed and installed to remove excess surface water with a system of field ditches.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.


This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:


General Recommendations


Maintain cross section and gradient by controlling channel erosion and sloughing.


Immediately remove silt deposits, obstructions, or blockage of the drainage system that includes channel spillways, trash racks, inlets, or outlets.


Control the growth of vegetative materials by the use of herbicides and/or mowing. Avoid direct drainage water contact with herbicides.


Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.


Install and maintain fences to control livestock access when adjacent fields are used for pasture.


Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.


Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.





Special Operation and Maintenance Requirements 							


													


													


													


													


													


													


													


Streambank And Shoreline Protection - 646








Surface Drainage, Field Ditch - 607





�PAGE  �2�


March 2004





March 2004











