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Conservation Crop Rotation 
Specialty Crops, Full Season Cover    NH-328 
 

Definition 
A planned sequence of crops grown on the same ground 
over a period of time (i.e. the rotation cycle).  The crop 
rotation shall include a minimum of two different crops.  For 
purposes of these criteria a cover crop is considered a 
different crop. 
 

Specifications 
This job sheet is primarily for specialty crop operations.  
Consult the USDA-SARE publication “Crop Rotation on 
Organic Farms:  A Planning Manual” to help with plan 
development. Information contained in this document is 
considered part of the conservation plan. 
 

Client  Date  

Planner  
Planned 
Years 

 

 
 

Purpose: (check all that apply) 

 Improve soil health and organic matter  Manage excess nutrients 

 Reduce plant pest pressures  Provide feed and forage for livestock 

 Reduce sheet and rill erosion  Improve soil moisture efficiency 

 Other: 
 
 

Scenario Criteria 

   Specialty Crops, Full Season Cover:  
 Develop a multi-year rotation with at least 2 different crops 
 Land must be rotated to a cover crop from May 15-Aug 15 once every 3 years  
(typically 1/3 of land is taken out of production each year; however, this scenario is 
planned on the entire footprint 
 A cover crop is considered a crop in the rotation (and may be contracted as an 

associated practice) 
 Organic scenarios must be on certified or transitioning land 
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Plan and Recordkeeping  

 
Recommendation: Attach digital images with date/time on another sheet to document practice installation. Include other relevant 
information and specifications. Spreadsheets with rotation history and plans in different formats are acceptable. 
 

CHECK OUT 

Checked By:                                                                                  Date: 

 

Field(s) Acres Year Main Season Crop 
Planting 

Date 
Harvest 

Date Winter Cover Crop 
Planting 

Date 
Harvest 

Date 
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Specialty Crops Full Season Cover Example: 
The full season cover scenario involves taking land out of specialty crop (vegetables and fruit) 
production from May 15-Aug 15 and planting a cover crop using the NH NRCS Cover Crop 
(340) Planting Specification Guide.  

 
 This practice is typically planned once per year for 3 years consecutive years. 
 Rotation may include a perennial cover crop. 
 If buckwheat is used as a cover crop, it must be double cropped or used with an 

additional cover crop that season.  
 Cover Crop is a key soil health practice and may also be planned as for all fields for all 

3 years (e.g. as a winter cover), but practice payments are limited to one per fiscal year.  
 
Example: Vegetable Farm, with 5 fields and 17 acres.   

 Conservation Crop Rotation (328) is planned 5 fields (17 acres) each year for 3 years.   
 Cover Crop (340) could also be planned for Field A in Year 1, Field B & C in Year 2, and 

Field C & D in Year 3 as a facilitating practice.   
 
Conceptual Rotation 

 
 

Recordkeeping Example 

 

 Field A Field B & C Field C & D 

Year 1 Cash Crop 1 Cash Crop 2 Cover Crop 

Year 2 Cover Crop Cash Crop 1 Cash Crop 2 

Year 3 Cash Crop 2 Cover Crop Cash Crop 1 

Field(s) Acres Year Crop Cover Crop 

A 6 1 Sweet Corn Timothy/Red Clover 

 6 2 Timothy/Red Clover Timothy/Red Clover 

 6 3 Pumpkins ‘Aroostook’ Rye 

B and C 5 1 Pumpkins ‘Aroostook’ Rye 

 5 2 Sweet Corn Timothy/Red Clover 

 5 3 Timothy/Red Clover  Timothy/Red Clover 

D and E 6 1 Timothy/Red Clover  Timothy/Red Clover 

 6 2 Pumpkins ‘Aroostook’ Rye 

 6 3 Sweet Corn Timothy/Red Clover 
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