
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service New Jersey

Practice: 334 - Controlled Traffic Farming

Scenario: #3 - Controlled Traffic

Scenario Description: This practice must be part of a conservation management system to reduce soil compaction. This practice payment considers the time needed to
modify equipment, develop the technical skills necessary to effectively implement a controlled traffic farming system on a typical 200 ac. cropland farm. The controlled traffic
generally utilizes RTK automatic steering technology to locate and maintain high load field traffic. This scenario represents the costs associated with reducing the amount of
surface area tracked/compacted to 33% or less. Cost represents typical situations for conventional, organic, and transitioning to organic producers.

Before Situation: The typical scenario for this practice is a 200 acre row crop operation on high clay, poorly drained soils. Studies show that when high wheel load traffic is
not controlled, up to 85% of the field is tracked causing some degree of soil compaction. Before the practice is installed traffic is uncontrolled tracking 85% of the field has
compacted soil limiting soil health.

After Situation: A 334 Controlled Traffic Implementation Requirement is developed and the controlled traffic lanes installed per the implementation requirements developed.
After the practice is installed wheel/track traffic is confined to designated traffic lanes/tramlines. Wheel/track soil compaction is confined to the traffic lanes to protect the
remaining surface area and subsoil from wheel/track compaction. The wheel/track traffic follows the installed traffic lanes/tramlines each year.

Scenario Feature Measure: Acre

Scenario Unit: Acre

Scenario Typical Size: 200

Total Scenario Cost: $11,620.31

Scenario Cost/Unit: $58.10

Cost Details

Component Name Id Description Unit Cost Qty Total

Labor

Skilled Labor 230
Labor requiring a high level skill set: Includes carpenters, welders,
electricians, conservation professionals involved with data
collection, monitoring, and or record keeping, etc.

Hour $42.51 80 $3,400.94

Specialist Labor 235

Labor requiring a specialized skill set: Includes Agronomists,
Foresters, Biologists, etc. to provide additional technical information
during the planning and implementation of the practice. Does not
include NRCS or TSP services.

Hour $102.74 80 $8,219.37


