O&M Plan prepared for:                                                       Tract:
Date: 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
Brush Management – Code 314

Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the desired results of the Brush Management practice.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10 – year service life of the Brush Management practice are:

· Where wildlife habitat is a concern, do not mow, brush hog, prescribe burn and use chemical or biological means during the primary nesting season (April 1 to July 15 for NJ).

· The best time for mechanical control of brush is late July or early August.

· Foliar sprays for widespread general control would be between July 15 and October 1.  This time frame is due to the wildlife nesting season.

· Noxious weeds shall be controlled as required by state law.

· Control undesirable vegetative competition until the planting is fully functional.

· To provide habitat and corridors for wildlife, manage the planting to favor food, shelter, and nesting requirement for indicator or target wildlife species.

· Consider the soil erodibility, slope, existing herbaceous cover, areas of concentrated flow, and potential offsite effects of disturbance of the established brush community and topsoil.

· Inventory of extent and condition of desirable vegetation.

· Update pesticide alternatives annually compliance with NJ registered materials.

Disposal of brush debris shall be done in an environmentally safe manner and shall not interfere with the vegetation re-establishment, maintenance or aesthetics of the area.  Acceptable methods include burning, construction of brush piles, shredding/chipping or mulching, or removal to other areas.  It is the responsibility of the landowner/operator to acquire any permits needed and to obey local ordinances
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