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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

CRITICAL AREA PLANTING - CODE 342
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended functions of the Critical Area Planting.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the Critical Area Planting is:

· Corrective actions shall be taken as needed to replace destroyed plant material or dislodged mulching material.
· Reshape the soil surface and replant areas where prolonged slope instability is present.

· Where vegetative efforts have failed, reassess the need for structural measures to complement vegetative measures.

· Invasions by undesirable plants shall be controlled by pulling, mowing, or spraying with a selective herbicide.

· Where wildlife habitat is a concern, do not mow during the primary nesting season (April 15 to July 15).
· Noxious weeds shall be controlled as required by state law.

· Inspect for insects and diseases, and if an incidence threatens stand survival, take corrective action to bring the pest under control.

Grasses and Legumes:

· During the establishment period, plantings shall be monitored for germination success, water stress, pest problems, and damage by erosion.

· After one full year from planting, all areas with less than 85% plant cover shall be replanted according to the following recommendations:

1. If the stand provides less than 40% ground cover, reestablish following the original seedbed preparation, lime, fertilizer, and seeding recommendations;

2. If the stand provides 40 to 84% ground cover, overseed and fertilize using one-half the original rate.  On small areas, reseeding may be accomplished by broadcasting and lightly raking the seed.  For larger areas, use of a grass drill or cultipacker-seeder is preferable.
· Spring seedings may require an application fertilizer between September 1 and October 15, at least every two years, according to soil test recommendations.  Mixtures dominated by legumes may only need topdressing once very three years according to soil test recommendations.

· Lime according to soil test recommendations at least once every five years.

Groundcovers:

· Use a soil test analysis to determine the need for lime and fertilizer.

· Spread 2 to 3 inches of organic mulch such as shredded hardwood bark or bark chips to reduce evaporation of moisture from the soil and help reduce invasion by weeds.

· Use hand tools to remove weeds from between plants.

· Difficult to remove weeds by hand may require spot treatment with no9nselective broadleaf herbicide.
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