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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

WINDBREAK/SHELTERBELT – CODE 380
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain intended function of the Windbreak.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 15-year design life of the Wind break are:
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· Inspect trees and shrubs periodically and protect from adverse impacts including insects, disease, fire, or damage from livestock and wildlife; 

· Control competitive grasses and weeds around plants by mowing, mulching, and/or chemical control unit plants are well-established. Control all noxious weeds as required by state law; 

· Provide supplemental water as needed; 

· Replace dead trees and shrubs until the barrier is functional; 

· Thin or prune the barrier as needed to maintain its function; 
· For windbreaks/shelterbelts that are planted to reduce particulates, build-up of particulates on leaves may threaten to smother and kill the plants. When necessary, periodically remove the accumulated particulate matter from the leaves by hosing the plants with water. Excessive accumulation of particulates may require installation of additional barriers such as fencing or netting to protect the plants.
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