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Fencing is installed to control access to protected or managed areas. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 20 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


· The fence should be inspected frequently to see that it is not cut, broken or pushed down and the posts and braces are in place and intact.  As a minimum, inspect annually and after major storm events.  Repair damaged fencing immediately.
· Weeds, grass and sprouts along and under the fence should be clipped at least once a year.
· Gates should be kept closed and latched to prevent swinging and sagging.
· Signs posted on the fence should be inspected to determine if they are still visible and legible.  Damaged and illegible signs should be replaced with new signs.
· Tension in the fencing should be checked and the wire crimped and the fence repaired when the sag in the wire is excessive.
· Do not burn weeds and grasses under and around fences as this destroys the galvanized coating and accelerates rusting.
· Loose and lost staples and broken tie wires should be replaced during the fence inspections.
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