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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
WATERING FACILITY

Watering facilities provide water for animals. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


· Routinely inspect watering facilities during periods of use.

· Make sure all valves, floats, overflows, and drains are functional and in good working condition.

· Check for debris, algae, sludge, or other material that may restrict inflow and outflow.

· Check for leaks and repair immediately.

· Repair animal damage to system and system appurtenances.

· Maintain area adjacent to tank in good condition to prevent rutting, ponding, and erosion from animal use.  

· Maintain surface treatment for animal footing.

· Maintain all coverings and protection for all pipelines and drainlines.

· When not required for winter watering, drain, cover, or otherwise protect facilities from freezing conditions.

· When required for winter watering, take precautions to prevent freezing.

· For a portable facility, include the plan for moving the facility and for monitoring/repair of the areas around the facility.
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