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Definition

Wildlife Watering Facilities are areas developed, improved, or modified for watering places and/or systems for wildlife.

Purpose
Wildlife Watering Facilities 1) provide adequate drinking water during critical periods for wildlife; 2) create or expand suitable habitat for wildlife; 3) improve water quality and accessibility for wildlife.


Where used

In areas where new, additional, or improved watering places are needed to increase the range, distribution, improve the habitat of, or attract wildlife by meeting their water requirements.

Resource management system

Wildlife watering facilities are installed as part of a wildlife component of a conservation plan where lack of adequate water has been identified as a limiting factor.  Each facility should be designed to accommodate the desired species.

Ramps should be provided that are no steeper than 3:1.

Minimum volume should be based on the consumptive use of target and non target species, evaporation, and recharge of the facility during critical water periods.

In ground facilities should accommodate mosquito eating predators such as Gambusia or amphibians.  To do this, permanent water at least 18” deep should be present.

Facilities shall be designed and installed in compliance with the New Jersey Freshwater Wetlands Act and NRCS wetland policy.


Operation and maintenance

Facilities should be checked periodically for erosion, water quality, and dangerous conditions for wildlife.  Ramps and grades to the facility should be maintained so that animals are not attracted to deep water and downing conditions.  Facilities subject to winter freezing conditions should be winterized to maintain open water or reduce ice damage.  

be present.

Facilities shall be designed and installed in compliance with the New Jersey Freshwater Wetlands Act and NRCS wetland policy.


  
Wildlife Watering Facility – Job Sheet

Landowner____________________________________________ Field number____________________

	Purpose (check all that apply)


	· To provide adequate water for wildlife during critical periods

	· To create or expand suitable habitat for wildlife 

	· To improve water quality and accessibility for wildlife


	Layout
	In ground pool
	Trough or tank
	other

	Width (feet)

	
	
	

	Length (feet)


	
	
	

	Depth  (feet)


	
	
	

	Volume (gallons)


	
	
	


	 Animal species
	Amount of Water consumed/evaporated
	Recharge rate during critical periods

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	


	Side slope

	Ramp or side slope should be no steeper than 3:1.  Actual slope:


	Water Quality

	If the water does not come from a well or other deep water source, the facility should support an array of invertebrates that indicate good water quality.  In standing water dragon fly larvae, daphnia, beetles, and other similar species indicate healthy conditions.  Invertebrates present?:



	Operation and Maintenance

	Maintain relatively open water.  Control invasive species especially common reed and purple loosestrife, through mowing, pulling, or biological control. Vegetation surrounding the facility should provide escape cover for the species managed for.  Check facilities for damage and repair.rements:




The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Practice Checkout:

Amount completed: _____________units              Mark as-built location on plan map and attach photos.

Remarks____________________________________________________________________

This practice meets NRCS standards and specifications          □ Yes

□ No
Check out completed by: ____________________________________  Date: ______________
Certified by:______________________________________________ Date:_______________
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