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	WRITING GRAZING PLANS             
	GUIDANCE DOCUMENT


A.  Grazing Plan Document:  can use template on SharePoint or your own format as long as it includes the following (from the 528 Standard):

a. Clearly state goals and objectives

b. Resource Inventory including 

i. existing conditions or concerns

ii. opportunities to enhance resource conditions

iii. Location and condition of infrastructure

c. Forage inventory, quality, quantity

Estimated production, how determined 

d. Grazing Plan- rotation length, rest, and any other treatment activities

i. Winter Management

ii. Manure Management Plan

iii. Pasture Nutrient Management Calculator

1. Need to complete one per pasture- goal is to not over apply nutrients (this is new for 2015)

e. Grazing System Design

i. Number of paddocks can be determined by our old budget worksheet attached to the end of 528 or PA Paddock Size and Occupancy Spreadsheet 

f. Contingency Plan for potential problems

i. Refer to the NJ Prescribed Grazing Contingency Plan Guidance Document 
g. Needs to include 528 O&M (included in my template)
h. Monitoring method

i. Pasture Condition Score sheet
ii. Recording Keeping template for the producer to complete

B.  Graze5 (Forage Budget Tool)

a. Need to include print out of contracted scenario

b. Additional scenarios may be included to suggest a more intensive rotation, higher projected production, change in AU’s, etc.

C. Plan Map showing proposed infrastructure and paddock design

D. Signature Page (reviewer and producer) (new for 2015)
E. Copies of supporting technical information for producers as needed
a. Rutgers Extension Fact Sheets: http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=1001&sub=1001
b. West Virginia Extension Fact Sheets:  http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/forglvst/index.htm
c. Ohio Extension Fact Sheets:  http://ohioline.osu.edu/lines/facts.html 

d. Cornell Extension Fact Sheets:  http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/guidelines/factsheets.html
[All resource mentioned above can be found on the Electronic Field Office Technical Guide and the NJ NRCS Share Point/Resource/Livestock & Grazing]
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