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Operation and Maintenance Plan

[bookmark: Text27]A properly operated and maintained clearing and snagging system is an asset to your farm.  This clearing and snagging system was designed and installed to reduce risks to agricultural resources or civil infrastructure by removing obstructions that hinder channel flow or sediment transport in order to restore flow capacity and direction, prevent excessive bank erosion by eddies or redirection of flow, reduce the undesirable formation of bars, and/or minimize blockage by debris and ice.  The estimated life span of this installation is       years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance plan.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:

· The landowner/user shall establish a maintenance program to ensure that channel capacity and vegetative cover are sufficient for satisfactory performance. 
· Inspections should be performed after major storm events to identify downed trees, debris accumulations, and obstructions that should be removed as soon as possible to prevent bank erosion problems.
· Periodic inspections should be performed to identify streambank instability or undermining.
· Any vegetation, debris accumulations, or obstructions that hinder channel flow or sediment transport should be removed as soon as possible to prevent diversion structure or channel blockages.

Special Recommendations for your Installation:
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