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NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
	Conservation Crop Rotation

Conservation Practice Job Sheet 328

	New Mexico                                                                                                                                                         January  2012


	Client/Operating Unit:
	     
	Tract:
	     
	Farm No.:
	     
	Field No.:
	     

	Farm/Ranch Location:
	     
	County:
	     
	SWCD/HU Code:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Program:
	     
	Contract Item #:
	     
	Planned Installation Date:
	     


Purpose: FORMCHECKBOX 

Select the Purpose:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduce sheet and rill erosion    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Improve soil quality   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manage the balance of plant nutrients    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supply nitrogen through biological nitrogen fixation to reduce energy use   FORMCHECKBOX 
conserve water  FORMCHECKBOX 
Manage saline seeps   FORMCHECKBOX 
Manage plant pests,(weeds, insects, diseases)   FORMCHECKBOX 
Provide feed for domestic livestock  FORMCHECKBOX 
Provide  annual crops for bio-energy feeds-tocks   FORMCHECKBOX 
Provide food and cover for wildlife, including pollinator forage, cover and nesting
	Crop Rotation

	Field Numbers:
	     
	Critical Soil:      
	Total Number of Years in Rotation:      

	Description of rotation:      


(See Table 1 in general specifications for Crop Groupings)

	Note:  In case of crop failure or shift in planting intentions due to weather, economic reasons etc., other crops having similar properties can be substituted in the rotation to maintain or improve soil tilth.


These crop substitutions can be made as long as the rotation consists of at least       years of soil improving crops (Table 1) and does not exceed       years of soil depleting crop(s) from appropriate Crop Groups A, B, or C.  

	Soil Condition - Maintenance and Improvement:

	Harvesting of soil improving crops must be limited to the extent that the amounts of air dry residue shown on Table 1 remain on the soil each year for soil improvement.

The combined residues from double cropping can be used to meet the residue requirements.  Lesser amounts may remain on the soil if it can be shown that the objectives are being met.  In the event inadequate residues are produced, they shall be supplemented with mulch, manure or followed by a cover crop.


Table 1

	Crop
	Residue Amount (Lbs/Ac/Yr)

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


Manure applications will be based on the Waste Utilization Specifications.

	Fertilizers:

	See Fertilizer Guide for New Mexico and attached Nutrient management Specifications.


	Crops Grown for Soil Protection:

	Crop
	Field No.
	Row Spacing
	Seeding Rate
	Seeding Date

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	Management Tips:

	1. Hold tillage operations to those necessary for good seedbed preparation, weed control and erosion control.

2. Grass or legume sod in rotations or as permanent stands minimize erosion on sloping highly erosive soils.

3. Deep rooted crops such as alfalfa, utilize nutrients and water not available to the shallow rooted crops and leave channels from decayed roots that improve infiltration.

4. Use best adapted varieties when selecting crops.

5. Control insects as needed.

6. The threat of pest tolerance to insecticides and herbicides are reduced with rotations.

7. Follow a crop with one that is not of a closely related species to reduce the potential for insect, disease, weed, and nematode problems.

8. To maintain organic matter, rotate high residue with low residue crops or use cover crops.

9. Follow a legume crop by a crop that demands high amounts of nitrogen.  Specialty crops that may be negatively impacted by excessive nitrogen should not follow a legume crop.

10. Grow less nitrogen demanding crops the second year after a legume crop.

11. Rotations that increase the soil organic matter level, improve the environment for biological activity and increase the breakdown of pesticides.


	Additional specifications and Notes:

	     


	See attached Conservation Crop Rotation Specifications for additional guidance.


I agree to install this practice as designed and planned.

	Client:
	
	Date:
	


This practice is designed and planned according to NRCS NM Standards and Specifications.

	Conservationist:
	
	Date:
	


This practice was installed and maintained in accordance with this job sheet.

	Completed by:
	
	Date:
	


2 of 2
1 of 2

