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New Mexico
      Service Center
	STREAM HABITAT IMPROVEMENT AND MANAGEMENT
Conservation Practice Job Sheet 395


	Client/Landowner:
	       
	Date Planned:      

	Project  Location:
	[bookmark: T2][bookmark: T][bookmark: R2][bookmark: R][bookmark: S]T-    , R-    , S-     
	[bookmark: County]County:       
	[bookmark: Lat][bookmark: Field]Field/Site ID:                   

	USDA  Program:
	       
	[bookmark: Contract]Contract #:      
	[bookmark: Acres]Project Acres*:      

	* Acres are determined by stream bankfull width x reach length, plus the acreage of associated riparian/wetland being improved and managed.

	Practice Purpose:  To provide suitable habitat for desired fish and other aquatic species; and to provide stream channel and associated riparian conditions that maintain stream corridor ecological processes and hydrological connections of diverse stream habitat types important to aquatic species.

	



NRCS, NM
January 2014

	I. Project Goals and Objectives

	Landowner/Client's Goals and Objectives (describe):

	       

	Aquatic species and life history stages for which the stream is/will be managed:

	     



	II. Baseline Inventory
A baseline (pre-treatment) assessment will be evaluated and documented to assist in conservation plan development and for comparison with post-treatment conditions. 

	Describe the baseline condition: 

	     

	Results of the Stream Visual Assessment Protocol, version 2 (SVAP2):

	    1. Attach the completed SVAP2 data form.  The field assessment section will be used as the baseline inventory. 

	    2. Identify any elements which had a score less than 5.0 (i.e. does not met quality criteria):

	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Channel Condition
|_| Hydrologic Alteration
|_| Bank Condition/Stability
|_| Riparian Area Quantity
|_| Riparian Area Quality
|_| Canopy Cover
|_| Water Appearance
|_| Nutrient Enrichment
	|_| Manure or Human Waste
|_| Pools
|_| Barriers to Movement
|_| Fish Habitat Complexity
|_| Aquatic Invertebrate Habitat
|_| Aquatic Community
|_| Riffle Embeddedness	
|_| Salinity


	An element score less than 5.0 represents a poor or severely degraded condition, and will be addressed before other enhancement are planned.

	[bookmark: baseline]3. Overall baseline SVAP2 Score:       (score 0 to 10)

	Identify if any other assessments were completed, such as a quantitative assessment or review by a fisheries biologist:

	     

	Additional baseline condition details (as applicable):

	     




	III. Project Design 

	a. This project is planned to (select one): 

	|_| address all elements with a score < 5.0 to raise them to ≥ 5.0; in order to meet or exceed the min. quality criteria.
|_| address one or more elements with a score < 5.0, with the overall “planned” score being ≥ 5.0; in order to meet or exceed the minimum quality criteria. Note: If the SVAP2 “planned” score will not be ≥5.0, then by practice standards, this practice may not be implemented.
|_| further improve a site that already meets the minimum quality criteria. The score must improve by 1.0 or better. 



	The overall baseline SVAP2 score of 0.0, will be raised, by this project, to a SVAP2 score of      .

	b. Identify the structural and vegetative implementation actions that will be taken to improve stream habitat conditions.

	Stream Habitat Elements
	Facilitative Structural and Vegetative Practices*

	
	(580) Streambank, Shoreline Protection
	(584) 
Channel Stabilization
	(500) Obstruction Removal
	(659) 
Wetland Enhancement
	(657) 
Wetland Restoration 

	(390) Herbaceous Riparian Cover
	(395) 
Riparian Forest 
Buffer
	(396) 
Aquatic Organism Passage
	Other

	1- Channel Condition
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	2- Hydrologic Alteration
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	3- Bank Condition
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	4- Riparian Quantity
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	5- Riparian Quality
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	6- Canopy Cover/Shading
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	7- Water Appearance
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	8- Nutrient Enrichment
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	9- Manure or Human Waste
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	10- Pools
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	11- Barriers to Movement
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	12- Fish Habitat Complexity
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	13- Aquatic Invert. Habitat
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	14 – Aquatic Community
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	14- Riffle Embeddedness
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	16- Salinity
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	     

	* Completed job sheet/design must be attached for each facilitative practice.



	V. Operation & Maintenance
The following actions shall be carried out to ensure that this practice functions as intended throughout its expected life. These actions include normal repetitive activities in the application and use of the practice, and repair and upkeep of the practice.

	· Conditions shall be evaluated and compared to desired conditions on a regular basis; to be able to quickly adjust the conservation plan. If it is not progressing or functioning as intended, contact NRCS for technical assistance.
· If damages are identified (such as erosion) contact NRCS for technical assistance. 
·        



	VI. Management
Management systems will be designed to maintain or improve the stream health; to achieve practice purpose(s).

	Describe the management actions including sequence and dates. Attach facilitate job sheets as appropriate. 

	     

	Livestock Management (check one): |_| Not applicable (landowner does not own livestock, the site is not leased for livestock use, and livestock trespass is not a concern). 
 |_| Use Exclusion applies (attach the specification). 
 |_| Prescribed Grazing applies (attach the specification). 







Practice Approval (requires Job Approval Authority as specified in the General Manual, NM180-480)
 I verify that this job sheet, as completed, conforms to the 395 standard and specification and provides clear recommendations.
 
_________________________________, date____________
        Authorized NRCS Representative
Landowner/Client Acknowledgement and Approval
I have received a copy of the job sheet and understand the contents and requirements. I provide approval of the plan, and I am willing to maintain the practice in order to achieve proper performance for the practice's lifespan. 

_________________________________, date_____________         
          Landowner/Client Signature                                                                    
Practice Completion (requires Job Approval Authority as specified in the General Manual, NM180-480)
I have made an on-site inspection and determined that the completed job conforms to the job sheet, standard, and specification. 
  
________________________________, date ___________
         Authorized NRCS Representative                  
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