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New Mexico
      Service Center
	AQUATIC ORGANISM PASSAGE
Conservation Practice Job Sheet 396


	Client/Landowner:
	       
	Date Planned:      

	Project  Location:
	[bookmark: T2][bookmark: T][bookmark: R2][bookmark: R][bookmark: S]T-    , R-    , S-     
	[bookmark: County]County:       
	[bookmark: Lat][bookmark: Field]Field/Site ID:                   

	USDA  Program:
	       
	[bookmark: Contract]Contract #:      
	[bookmark: Acres]Project Acres:      

	Watershed Name:
	           
	HUC:      

	Waterway Name:
	[bookmark: Text161]        
	Length Assessed:      miles

	

	Practice Purpose: To improve or provide passage for aquatic organisms.



NRCS, NM
October 2012

	I. Aquatic Organism Assessment

	Aquatic, semi-aquatic or terrestrial organism likely to be present that require aquatic passage:

	Species or by groups of similar species1]
	Species Passage Requirements2]
	Critical Lifestage
[juvenile, adult, both]
	Critical Time Period

	1.      
	      
	     
	     

	2.      
	      
	     
	     

	3.      
	      
	     
	     

	4.      
	      
	     
	     

	5.      
	      
	     
	     

	6.      
	      
	     
	     

	1] If unknown, consult a biologist or other technical expert. If determined that species passage needs cannot be identified, then design structures to mimic channel geometry and morphology referenced from an adjacent reach that provides passage or from an analog (model) reach.
2] For adult & juvenile: swimming capabilities (acceptable velocity range), jumping ability, substrate requirements and minimum water depth. 

	

	Any passage requirements or recommendations by state or federal agencies: Yes |_|, No |_|

	   List: 
	     

	

	ESA Listed Aquatic Species:                                                                               
	[bookmark: Text193]       

	Federally listed threatened, endangered or candidate species potentially occurring on or near (within one mile) the project area. If species are identified, consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may be required; attach documentation to the Environmental Evaluation (NRCS-CPA-52).
[bookmark: Check26]     ESA Section 7 consultation completed?  Yes |_|, No |_|, Not Needed |_|  explain:           

	     Consultation Conservation Measures: 
	     


		
	II. Passage Barrier Assessment

	Previously Identified Barriers On-site? Yes |_|, No |_|   Attach the report, further baseline assessment may not be necessary.
      Determination made by:                                          Brief Details:      

	

	Type of Barriers Assessed: 
      culvert |_|, ford |_|, low water crossing |_|, dam |_|, diversion |_|, bridge |_|, weir |_|, other:      

	

	Preliminary Assessment  (following the guidance in the 396 Specification)
     The structure resembles the natural channel. Yes |_|, No |_| 
     The structure has already been designed or modified to allow adequate passage. Yes |_|, No |_| 
     If yes to all, the structure already provides adequate passage.  Else, proceed to the quantitative assessment (see below).





	II. Passage Barrier Assessment (cont.)

	Quantitative Assessment

	Assessment Method Used:                                                                                             
	[bookmark: Text183]       
	Field Date:
	     

	Refer to the chosen procedure's manual for guidance on how to complete the assessment. Attach any data forms and maps used. The section below is only intended to provide a summary of the results. 

	
	Results: Baseline Assessment
	Aquatic Organism Passage Recommendations

	
	|_| Provides unrestricted passage for all species at all               lifeform stages. No further actions needed.
|_| Provides limited passage. May not be adequate for all species or life stages. 
|_| Passage is restricted. 
	|_| Complete removal, no replacement with another structure.
|_| Retrofit or modify existing structure*.      
|_| Replace* with:      
*Planning and designing for the retrofit, modification or replacement will be completed through NRCS practices.                                 

	Details:     



	III. Recommendations 

	NRCS Practice(s) used to design and implement the structural Aquatic Organism Passage recommendations:

	|_| Stream Crossing (578)           
|_| Dam (402)                              
|_| Dam/Diversion (348)  
|_| Dike (356) 
	|_| Diversion (362)
|_| Obstruction Removal (500) 
|_| Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580) 
|_| Other:      

	The identified practice(s) will include detailed construction drawings showing existing and planned site conditions including elevations, typical profiles, and cross-sections of planned structures. Hydraulic computations will be used to document how the designs satisfy the physiological requirements of target organisms (as identified in Section I).

	

	NRCS Practice(s) used to ensure adequate (non-structural) aquatic organism passage: 

	       |_| Stream Habitat Improvement & Management (395)  
	 |_| Other:        

	

	Details:      



	IV. Operation & Maintenance
The following actions shall be carried out to ensure that this practice functions as intended throughout its expected life. These actions include normal repetitive activities in the application and use of the practice, and repair and upkeep of the practice.

	· Check the site at regular intervals to ensure that aquatic passage is provided as intended. At a minimum the site will be checked annually, and it's highly recommended to make a check just prior to each of the critical movement periods as identified in Section I.          
· Take immediate actions to correct any passage deficiencies; contact NRCS for assistance as needed. 
· Guidance for structural operation and maintenance will follow the engineering design criteria.




Practice Approval (requires Job Approval Authority as specified in the General Manual, NM180-480)
 I verify that this job sheet conforms to the 396 standard and specification and provides clear recommendations.
 
_________________________________, date____________
        Authorized NRCS Representative
Landowner/Client Acknowledgement and Approval
I have received a copy of the job sheet and understand the contents and requirements. I provide approval of the plan, and I am willing to maintain the practice in order to achieve proper performance for the practice's lifespan. 

_________________________________, date_____________         
          Landowner/Client Signature                                                                    
Practice Completion (requires Job Approval Authority as specified in the General Manual, NM180-480)
I have made an on-site inspection and determined that the completed job conforms to the job sheet, standard, and specification. 
  
________________________________, date ___________
         Authorized NRCS Representative   
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