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Operation and Maintenance Plan

[bookmark: Text20]A properly operated and maintained grade stabilization structure is an asset to your farm.  This grade stabilization structure was designed and installed to stabilize and eroding area and to safely convey runoff from the drainage area.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least        years.  The life of the structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.  
This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:
· Discourage operation of farm and ranch equipment in close proximity to the grade stabilization structure.
· Prevent grazing on, and upgradient from, the grade stabilization structure until vegetation is well established.  Once vegetation is well established allow only limited use to manage the vegetation.
· Remove any obstructions or accumulations of debris in the grade stabilization structure, or immediately upstream or downstream from the grade stabilization structure, especially any accumulations of debris in weirs, drop inlets, and spillways.
· Periodically verify that all structure drains are fully functional and that sediment is not being conveyed through the drainage system.  Repair damaged or malfunctioning structure drains as soon as possible.  Screens and/or rodent guards shall be inspected, maintained, and repaired or replaced to ensure satisfactory performance.
· Eradicate, or relocate, rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damages caused by rodents or burrowing animals as soon as possible.
· Remove woody vegetation from embankments.
· Identify any weir and spillway elevations that may have been impacted by significant flood events. Replace any displaced material.  Match “As Built” grades.
· Identify and eliminate any actual or potential sources of earthen embankment settlement or cracks. Repair any damages as soon as possible.

· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.
· Repair, or replace, and paint rusted or damaged metal surfaces.
· Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.
· Wire bound rock shall be inspected for breaks in the wire or displaced materials.  Wire bound rock shall be repaired as needed.

Specific Recommendations for your Installation:
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