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Operation and Maintenance Plan

[bookmark: Text22]A properly operated and maintained irrigation reservoir is an asset to your farm. This reservoir was designed and installed to provide storage for your irrigation water and is an integral part of your irrigation system. The estimated life span of this reservoir is at least        years. The life of the structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:

· Periodically inspect the reservoir and control valves for proper operation and for their ability to maintain the water level to design elevations.
· Check for leaks and repair as needed.
· Immediately remove any blockage or obstructions.
· If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized entry and to exclude livestock.
· Remove debris that may accumulate in the reservoir.
· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being eroded by flow from the drains.  Repair if not functioning.  All screens and/or rodent guards shall also be kept in place.
· Control rodent or burrowing animal activity and repair any damage.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, damage.
· Remove woody vegetation from the vicinity of the reservoir.
· Periodically clean the reservoir.
· If applicable, maintain installed system for small animal escape.


· Maintain all coverings and protection for all pipelines.  After the growing season, drain all pipes to prevent freezing.
· Maintain and repair, as needed, all cables, posts, straps that secure the tank.

Special Recommendations for your installation:
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