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Operation and Maintenance Plan

A properly operated and maintained pond is an asset to your farm. This pond sealing or lining was designed and installed to limit the seepage loss from the pond. The estimated life span of this system is at least 15 years. The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:
· Maintain the soil covering on artificial liners at the construction depth. 
· Repair disturbed or eroded areas restore the liner to its original thickness and condition.
· Limit the use or travel of any equipment in the area that was sealed. Avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns.
· Prevent all livestock from using any area of the pond that was sealed by artificial liners.
· Fences shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.
· Settlement or cracks in the soil weaken earthen sections and may accelerate the development of flow paths that may result in structure failure. This should be investigated to determine the cause and immediately repaired.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
· Immediately remove any debris that may harm or reduce the effectiveness of sealants.
· Remove vegetation that may cause damage to liner such as roots of trees or shrubs.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, or outlets or other apparatuses.



Specific Recommendations for your Installation:
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