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Operation and Maintenance Plan

A properly operated and maintained access road is an asset to your farm.  This access road was designed and installed to provide a fixed route for travel for moving livestock, produce, equipment and supplies; and to provide access for proper operation and maintenance and management of conservation enterprises while controlling runoff to prevent erosion and maintain or improve water quality.  The estimated life span of the installation is       years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance plan.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program. 

General Recommendations:

· Inspect culverts, roadside ditches, water bars and outlets after major storm events.  Remove debris, sediment accumulations, and obstructions as soon as possible to restore conveyance capacity.
· Take necessary precautions to minimize damage to adjacent vegetative buffers when chemically treating road surfaces to mitigate erosion.
· Maintain adjacent vegetated areas to ensure that adequate soil cover is provided to meet the intended purpose(s).
· Fill low areas in travel treads and re-grade, as needed, to maintain road cross section.
· Maintain flat land drains on terrain with a flatter than 5% cross slope and road grades flatter than 3% to ensure effective drainage. 
· Inspect roads with water-bars periodically to insure proper cross drainage is available and laed-out ditches are stable.
· Conservation practices that limit particulate matter emissions should be incorporated into long-term maintenance plans.
· Improve surface drainage with treatments such as outsloping, berm removal, and installation of cross drains (i.e., rolling dips, etc.).



Special Recommendations for your Installation:
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