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Operation and Maintenance Plan

A properly operated and maintained storm water runoff control system is an asset to your farm.  This runoff system was designed and installed to minimize erosion and sedimentation during activities, reduce the quantity of water leaving developing sites, and improve the quality of water leaving the sites.  The estimated life span of this installation is 15 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance plan.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:

· Periodically inspect components, especially immediately following significant rainfall events.
· Prompt repair or replacement of damaged components especially surfaces that are subjected to wear or erosion.
· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization, and controlled application of herbicides when necessary. Periodic mowing maybe needed to control height. Do not burn or graze.
· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.

Specific Recommendations for your Installation:
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