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Operation and Maintenance Plan

[bookmark: Text26]A properly operated and maintained animal trails and walkways system is an asset to your farm.  This trail and walkway system was designed and installed to provide or improve access to forage, water, working/handling facilities, shelter and grazing distribution and efficiency.  The estimated life span of this installation is         years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance plan.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:
· Inspect animal trails and walkways annually, and after significant storm events, to identify repairs necessary to ensure satisfactory performance.
· Periodically grade and reshape animal trails and walkways to mitigate erosion and ensure effective cross drainage.
· Periodically apply additional surfacing materials to animal trails and walkways where applicable.
· Re-seed areas where vegetation has been damaged or destroyed.
· Mend fences and replace gates.
· Periodically remove manure accumulations.
· Rotate usage of multiple adjacent vegetated walkways to allow recovery of vegetation and ensure satisfactory performance.

Specific Recommendations for your Installation:
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