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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

CONSERVATION PRACTICE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

OPEN CHANNEL
CODE 582
1. SCOPE

The work shall consist of constructing or improving an open channel as shown on the drawings.
2. SITE PREPARATION

Site preparation (mobilization and demobilization, clearing and grubbing, structure removal, pollution control, and water for construction) shall be in accordance with Construction Specification 587.

3. FOUNDATION WORK

Foundation work (diverting surface water, dewatering the construction site, dewatering borrow areas, and foundation preparation) shall be in accordance with Construction Specification 587 except that the final foundation surfaces of the channel invert shall not be scarified unless otherwise shown on the drawings.
4. EARTHWORK
Earthwork (common excavation and earthfill) shall be in accordance with Construction Specification 587 and spoil shall be removed from the channel and placed so that sloughing or interference to flood flows will not occur.  The spoil shall be placed or spread as required by the drawings.
5. TOLERANCE
The channel shall be constructed with the following tolerance:
· The alignment is uniform and as planned with no projections along the bank to deflect the flow.

· The bottom and top widths of the channel shall be no more than 0.5 foot less than the width shown on the drawings.

· Channel invert elevations greater then 0.2 foot above the design grade or more than 0.2 foot below the design grade will not be accepted.  The final channel shall not pond water.
6. MEASUREMENT

Site Preparation
There is no measurement for mobilization and demobilization, structure removal, pollution control, or water for construction.

The area cleared and grubbed shall be measured to the nearest 0.1 acre.

Foundation Work

There is no measurement for diverting surface water, dewatering the construction site, or foundation preparation.

Earthwork

The volume of excavation shall be measured within the specified limits and computed to the nearest cubic yard by the method of average cross-sectional end areas.

The earthfill volume shall be measured within the specified limits and computed to the nearest cubic yard by the method of average cross-sectional end areas.
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7. ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

Items of work to be prepared in conformance with this specification and the construction details are:

Conservation practice construction specifications are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this specification, contact the Natural Resource Conservation Service.
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