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Operation and Maintenance Plan

[bookmark: Text28]A properly operated and maintained channel bed stabilization system is an asset to your farm.  This channel bed stabilization system was designed and installed to stabilize an eroding channel. The estimated life span of this system is at least       years. The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

General Recommendations:

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings by reseeding, fertilization, and controlled application of herbicides when necessary. Periodic mowing may be needed to control height of vegetation.
· Replace damaged channel lining or bank protection.  Match “As Built” grades to ensure satisfactory performance.
· Any fences shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized human or livestock access to channel bed stabilization system.
· Remove debris and obstructions as soon as possible.
· Periodically remove silt, sand, or gravel deposits.
· Repair and revegetate eroded channel sections.
· Eradicate, or relocate, all rodents or burrowing animals. Any damages caused by rodents or burrowing animals should be repaired as soon as possible.
· Repair any damages caused by vandalism, vehicular, or livestock as soon as possible.


Special Recommendations for your Installation:
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