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SUBJECT: ECS - Section Il, Revised Form NRCS-CPA-52, “Environmental Evaluation Worksheet”.

Purpose: To announce the release of the revised Form NRCS-CPA-52, “Environmental
Evaluation Worksheet,” referenced in Title 190, National Environmental Compliance Handbook
(NEHC), Part 610; and National Instruction (NI) 190-305.

Effective Date: This notice is effective when received.

Background. Form NRCS-CPA-52, “Environmental Evaluation Worksheet,” was last revised in
June 2010. Since that time, “Energy” has been added as a resource concern, and modifications
have been made to restructure other resource concerns to support the streamlined delivery of
conservation assistance. (See National Bulletin (NB) 450-11-6.)

Revisions. The following summarizes the changes incorporated in this revision:

= Drop-down boxes in Section “F” now include the restructured list of resource concerns
referenced in NB 450-11-6.

= The term “Quality Criteria” (QC) has been changed to “Planning Criteria” (PC) to be
consistent with the Conservation Delivery Streamlining Initiative (CDSI) terminology.

= A separate section has been added for “Energy Resource Concerns.”

= A separate section has been added for “Natural Areas” and “Scenic Beauty” to incorporate
compliance with existing NRCS policies.

= Changes to the “Special Environmental Concerns” (SEC) include the following:
« A new requirement to document SEC benchmark conditions.
- The addition of SEC Fact Sheets, and state specific information.
« SEC effects have been changed to include only “No Effect” or “May Effect.”

« Several of the guide sheets have been revised, and minor edits were made to others.
Changes include the following:

- The Threatened and Endangered Species Guide Sheet has been revised to reflect recent
changes to NRCS policy.

- The Riparian Area Management Guide Sheet has been revised to allow NRCS to
continue providing assistance when adverse effects may result. This is consistent with
existing policy.

- New guide sheets were added for “Natural Areas” and “Scenic Beauty.”
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- All NECH references and citations have been updated to match the revised NECH.
= Modification of instructions regarding items changed in Form NRCS-CPA-52.

= State specific guidance provided, such as policy reference on the Responsible Federal
Official (FRO) designations.

= Minor editorial changes.

Questions & Answers (Q&A)

A Q&A was developed for commonly occurring questions related to the Environmental
Evaluation. This document is located on the NM SharePoint (SharePoint/Technical
Services/Environmental Compliance).

Training.
1] The New Mexico NRCS State Office is providing a condensed, 5 hour workshop to provide
participants with a refresher on the NEPA process and in-depth overview of the revised
Environmental Evaluation Form NRCS-CPA-52. If you are not already a scheduled participant
and would like to attend, contact Chanda Pettie, State Biologist.

Dates and locations are as follows:

* Clovis, NM (NRCS Field Office — USDA Conference Rm.) June 25th, 2013

* Las Cruces, NM (NRCS Area Office — USDA Conference Rm.) June 26th, 2013

» Albuquerque, NM (NRCS State Office — USDA Conference Rm.) July 9th, 2013

2] The May 28 webinar, “Documenting the Environmental Evaluation on the NRCS CPA-52
Environmental Evaluation Worksheet,” is now available for replay at:
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-
the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/.

Document L ocation.

The official New Mexico Form NRCS-CPA-52 is located in the Field Office Technical Guide
(FOTG) Section Il. The NM SharePoint contains related documents, training materials and
NRCS-CPA-52 examples (SharePoint/Technical Services/Environmental Compliance)

If you have any questions, please contact Chanda Pettie, State Biologist/State Environmental
Liaison, at (505) 761-4432 or at chanda.pettie@nm.usda.gov .
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GEORGE CHAVEZ
State Resource Conservationist
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