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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR BEAVER

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	     

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	WATER TEMP
	     


HOME RANGE

¼ - ½ mile upstream or downstream.  They will stay within 100 meters of water.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	WATER
	1. Stream Gradient Slope
Less than 6%

Gradient = 7% - 12%

More than 14%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	2. Water Fluctuation on Annual Basis
Small fluctuations, no effects on burrows or lodges

Fluctuations have moderate effect on burrow or lodge entrances

Extreme fluctuations or water absent during part of year
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	3. Shoreline Development
Numerous bays, coves, inlets, shoreline not straight

Moderate straight areas interspersed with occasional bay, cove, or inlet

Square or circular lake smooth shoreline
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	WINTER FOOD (RIVERINE)
	4. Species Composition of Woody Vegetation
More than 50% dominated by willow, cottonwood, aspen or alder

Woody or vegetation dominated by other deciduous species

Woody vegetation is coniferous, upland shrubs, or tamarisk
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	5. Percent Preferred Species Trees in 1” – 6” dbh Class of Riparian area or forest overall
75% - 100%

50% - 75%

Less than 50%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	6. Percent Shrub Crown Cover
35% - 75%

Less than 35% or more than 75%

Less than 25%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	7. Average Height of Shrub Canopy
AH = 5 – 13’

AH = 3 – 5’

AH = less than 3’
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	8. Percent Tree Canopy Closure
Closure = 40% - 50%

Closure = 50% - 60%

Closure = 60% or more OR 0 – 40%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR BEAVER HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Stream gradient
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Water fluctuation
	     
	
	     
	
	x4
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Shoreline development
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Species composition
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Percent preferred species
	     
	
	     
	
	
x2
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Percent shrub crown cover
	     
	
	     
	
	
x2
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Average height of shrub canopy
	     
	
	     
	
	
x2
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Percent tree canopy closure
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	20
	
	


2
1

