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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	     

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

2-5 miles in diameter

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Mixed desert shrub, with more than 50% grasses

Mixed desert shrub, less than 505 grasses with some trees

Shrubs only, few grasses
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	LANDSCAPE
	2. Steep, broken toe slopes adjacent to cliffs and ledges of mountains

Steep, rolling, dissected slopes

Gently rolling to flat more than one mile from mountain or cliff
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER
	3. High quality cover includes ledges, caves and cliffs of mountains

Dissected slopes and gullies

Gently rolling to flat
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER
	4. Percent area in high quality cover
40 to 60%

61 to 100%

0 to 39%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	FOOD
	5. Total annual utilization of shrubs and grasses
Less than 40%

40% - 60%

Over 60%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	6. Vegetative Composition
6 or more grasses, 4 or more shrubs, 8 or more forbs

4 – 5 grasses, 2 – 3 shrubs, and 8 – 14 forbs

0 – 3 grasses, 0 – 2 shrubs, 0 – 7 and forbs
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	7. Forage Value
High

Medium

Low
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	8. Distribution
One permanent source per 2 – 4 sections

One permanent source per 5 – 10 sections

One per 10 or more sections or only seasonal sources
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	OTHER
	9. Livestock (Horses and Cattle Only)

Livestock greater than 5 miles away

Livestock 2 to 5 miles away

Livestock less than 2 miles away 

   (sheep within 5 miles of Bighorn Habitat)
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	10. Human Disturbance
Very little or no disturbance

Moderate disturbance; roads, hiking trails, hikers, etc.

High disturbance; highways, hikers, horse riders, picnickers
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Plant Community
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Landscape
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Cover – Escape
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Percent area in high quality cover
	     
	
	     
	
	
x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Food – Total Annual Utility
	     
	
	     
	
	
x2
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Vegetational Composition
	     
	
	     
	
	
x3
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Forage value
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Water Distribution
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	9. Livestock Disease vectors
	     
	
	     
	
	
x1
	
	     
	
	     

	10. Human Disturbance
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	20
	
	


2
1

