	U.S. Department of Agriculture
	NMWHEG – 06

	Natural Resources Conservation Service
	04-02



WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR MEXICAN SPOTTED OWL

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	     

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

Nesting season home range is 500 acres and 1500 acres for the rest of the year.  These owls are not migratory.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Mixed conifer forest and pine-oak (with little logging)

Ponderosa Pine

Spruce forest
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	TOPOGRAPHY
	2. Steep canyons or plateaus

Steeply rolling

Flat to gently rolling
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER
	3. Thermal – over head protection
Thick unlogged forests or deep canyons with burrows or caves

Thinned partially logged forests

Shrub and open flat plain with few trees
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	4. Hiding
Thick canopy (thick unlogged forest)

Thin canopy (partially logged)

Open canopy 
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	COVER (cont)
	5. Percent area in suitable cover
(See #s 4 & 5)

Thermal and hiding cover occupies 75-80%

Thermal and hiding cover occupies 50-75%

Thermal and hiding cover occupies 0-50% or 80+
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


FOOD:  The Mexican Spotted Owl has a varied diet.  Its prey ranges from beetles and moths to mammals, such as adult cottontail rabbits.  They also eat numerous other insects and small mammals, such as birds and mice.

SCORING FOR MEXICAN SPOTTED OWL HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Plant community
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Topography
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Thermal cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Hiding cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Percent area in suitable cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	10
	
	


2
1

