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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR MULE DEER

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	     

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

2 square miles

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Mixed shrubs and pinyon-juniper woodlands with 
     less than 60% canopy cover

Ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests

Shrub grassland
	.8–1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	LANDSCAPE
	2. Steep, broken terrain and permanent stream 
     valleys

Steeply rolling, dissected

Flat to gently rolling
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER
	3. Thermal Cover
Stands of trees which provide summer shade and protection from wind and snow

Scattered trees or tall shrubs

Shrub grassland
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	4. Hiding Cover
Dense shrubs and woodlands with openings less than 600 feet wide

Thin patchy shrubs and woodlands with openings wider than 600 feet 

Areas with few shrubs and trees
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	COVER (cont.)
	5. Percent Area in High Quality Thermal and Hiding Cover
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	FOOD
	6. Woodland Understory
Forage value rating is high to very high

Forage value rating is moderate

Forage value rating is low
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	7. Total Annual Utilization of Forbs and Shrubs
Less than 40%

40% - 50%

Over 50%


	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	8. Grazing Management
Intensive planned system

Rest rotation system

Yearlong use


	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	9. Vegetation Composition
20 or more forbs, 8 or more browse plants, 4 or 
     more grasses

10-20 forbs, 3-8 browse plants, 4 or more grasses

Fewer than 10 forbs, 3 browse plants, and 4 
     grasses


	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	10. Distribution
More than one yearlong source per section

One per section

Less than one per section or only seasonal sources
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR MULE DEER HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Plant Communities
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Landscape
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Thermal Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Hiding Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Percent Area in Suitable Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Woodland Understory
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Total Annual Utilization of Forbs and Shrubs
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Grazing Management
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	9. Vegetation Composition
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	10. Water Distribution
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	20
	
	


2
1

