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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR WHITETAIL DEER

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

320 acres up to 2,000 acres with water and cover = 320 to 640 acres.  Less water and more open = 640 to 2,000 acres.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Oak savanna, oak-pine woodland, riparian

Mixed shrub, grassland

Ponderosa pine-mixed conifer, grassland only
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	TOPOGRAPHY
	2. Steep, deep canyons

Steeply rolling

Flat to gently rolling
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	COVER
	3. Thermal – overhead protection
Thick to moderate stand; wind protection and summer shade

Scattered, light stand

Shrub-grassland or open
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	4. Hiding – hidden at 200 feet
Thick, brushy, steep hillsides

Flat bottoms, thick cover

Open rolling, few trees or shrubs
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	COVER (cont.)
	5. Percent area in suitable cover (see 3&4)
Thermal and Hiding cover occupies 75-80%

Thermal and Hiding cover occupies 50-75%

Thermal and Hiding cover occupies 0-50% or 80+
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	FOOD
	6. Range Condition
Fair

Good

Poor
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	7. Woodland Understory
Riparian or mixed shrub i.e. mahogany, ceanothus etc.

Cactus, grass, shrub

Grass only
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


*NOTE:  Rate either 6 or 7, not both.

	
	8. Total Annual Utilization of forbs, shrubs and trees
Less than 40%

40 – 50%

Over 50%
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	9. Livestock Grazing Management
Intensively Managed System or Ungrazed

Deferred Grazing

Yearlong Grazing
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	10. Vegetative Composition – number of species
Trees = 4+, browse 5+, forbs = 10+

Trees = 2-3, browse 3-5, forbs = 5-9

Trees = 0-1, browse 0-2, forbs = 0-4
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	11. Distribution
One per ¼ - ½ mile

One per ½ - 1 mile

One per 1 – 2 mile
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	12. Permanence
Year-round

Seasonal

Ephemeral
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR WHITETAIL DEER HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Plant Community
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Topography
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Thermal cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x1
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Hiding cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Percent area in suitable cover
	     
	
	     
	
	
x3
	
	     
	
	     

	6. *Range Condition
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	7. *Woodland Understory
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Total Annual Util.
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	9. Grazing Management
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	10. Vegetation Comp.
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	11. Water Distribution
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	12. Permanence
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	25
	
	


*Note:  Rate only 6 or 7, not both

2
1

