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 Special clip 
see Detail A 

100 feet 

15-feet 15-feet 

Wire stays - must not touch ground 

6d nails 

Detail A 

 Wire 

Special clip to allow free 
movement of line wire.  
Telephone staples may 
also be used. 

 Wire stays - must not  
    touch the ground 

16-feet 16-feet 

               80-feet 

 
Special clip 
    see Detail A 

SUSPENSION FENCE 

 
 

EXHIBIT 1 

Line post: 
4-inch (min.) 
top-of-post 
diameter 

30" (min.) 
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Direction of fence pull 

Twist stick 
Brace post 

Brace wire 

  1" lean 

PARTS OF A 
HORIZONTAL 
BRACE UNIT 

Direction of stretch 

Double wire (twisted)  
         bracing 

Double wrap all wires 
    see Detail A 

4-ft (min.) depth 

 
 
 
 
    IN-LINE 
BRACE UNIT 

8-ft (min.) brace length 

DOUBLE WRAP DETAIL 

Two wraps 

Anchor Post 

Six wraps 
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       Anchor post 

4-inch (min.) diameter brace 
not less than 8-ft in length 

after Sanderson et al, 1990 

USDI/USFS 2400-Range 8824 2803 (1988) 

SUSPENSION FENCE 
Detail A 
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EXHIBIT 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  THREE-POST 
DOUBLE PANEL 
   BRACE UNIT 

8-ft min. 

 
4" (min.) diameter brace 

8" (minimum) top 
diameter 

Double wire bracing 

Twist sticks 

 
 
Dowel, steel pin, or spike 

8-
ft 

(m
in

im
um

) 

48" (min.) 

 
 
 
 
DOUBLE-PANEL  
    END BRACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 8
-ft

 (m
in

im
um

) 

48" (min.) 

Dowel, pin, 
or spike 

Diagonal brace – 10-ft (min.) 

Brace post and anchor post: 
8" (minimum) top-of-post diameter 

 
Brace post: 

8" (min.) top-of-post 
         diameter 

   

8-
ft 

(m
in

im
um

) 

48" (min.) 

Double wire 
bracing 

 Dowel, steel pin, or spike 
4" (min.) diameter brace Variable width 8-ft (min.) 

SINGLE-PANEL END BRACE and GATE BRACE UNIT 

8-ft (min.) 

USDI/USFS 2400-Range 8824 2803 (1988) 

                  SUSPENSION FENCE 
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EXHIBIT 4 
 
 

  Splicing Tool 

Splicing Barbed Wire 

 Wire "A" 
       
 
     Wire "B" 

    Wire "D" 
 

  

 

 

  Wire "A" 

Wire "D"            Wire "C"            Wire "B" 

 

     Wire "A" Wire "B" 
 

In-Line Splicing by Tying a "Figure-8" Knot 

         Wire "B" six wraps     Wire "A" six wraps 
 

Wrong 
 

Wrong 
 
 

Right 

Right 

 

Wrong 
 

Wrong 
 

Right 

 

Wrong 
 

Wrong 
 
 

Right 

 

Wrong 
 

Right 
 

Do not drive staples 
parallel to side of post 

Leave wire  
loose in staple 

Wire pull is down 
 

Wire pull is up 

Drive staples at an angle in the same 
direction as the wire is pulling 

Splicing Smooth Wire 
"Western Union" 

 

Wire "A" 

after Sanderson et al (1990) 

Stapling Wire to Wooden Posts 

For suspension fences, staples are  
No. 9-gauge, galvanized wire that are a 
minimum of 2-inches long for soft woods or 
have a minimum length of 1½-inches for close-
grained, hardwood posts. 
Also see Detail A of Exhibit 1. 
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