Grindelia fraxinopratensis

Ash Meadows Gumplant-Threatened (Designated Critical Habitat in County)

Family:


Asteraceae

Description:


The gumplant is an erect biennial or perennial herbaceous plant some 7 to 10 dm (28-40 in) tall.  It has 1-3 stems arising from a woody root stalk.  The stems are glabrous, leafy, and openly branched in their upper halves.  The leaves are somewhat leathery, dark green and dotted with resinous glands.  Its basal leaves are oblanceolate and 4-7 cm (1.6-1.8 in) long.  Stem leaves are oblanceolate to oblong 1.5-5 cm (0.6-2 in) long.  The leaf edge is toothed.  Inflourescence is open with individual heads, 8-10mm (.5 in) across.  Flower color is golden yellow.
Habitat:


Ash Meadows gumplant grows in flat, strongly alkaline, powdery clay soils in or bordering meadows and shallow drainages near seeps.  It is Aquatic or wetland-dependent in Nevada and it is found at elevations between 640-700 m (2100-2300 ft). 
Range:


The gumplant occurs in Nye County, Nevada; also in CA.  It is endemic to the Ash Meadows area.
Conservation Status:


Threats to the gumplant are habitat loss or destruction mainly due to recreational activities.  Ground water depletion is also an issue.
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