Astragalus phoenix

Ash Meadows Milkvetch-Threatened (Designated Critical Habitat in County)

Family:


Fabaceae

Description:


The Ash Meadows milkvetch is a low matted perennial forming mounds 40-50 cm (16-20 in) in diameter.  Older stems have flaking bark.  The leaves are densely covered with coarse white hairs 1.5-3.5 cm (0.6-1.4 in) long and bear 2 to 3 ovate to obovate leaflets which are 3-7 mm (.1-.4 in) long.  Pinkish to purple flowers are borne on short, erect stems in late April to May (Mozingo and Williams 1980).
Habitat:


Ash Meadows milkvetch grows in dry, hard, barren, saline, clay flats and knolls of calcareous alkaline soils.  It is found at elevations of 670-725 m (2200-2380 ft).
Range:


This plant is endemic to the Ash Meadows area of Nye County, Nevada.  No other similar species occurs within the known range with which it could be confused.
Conservation Status:


The major threat of this plant is development.  Also rabbit grazing, horses, dust from disturbed soil are threats.
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