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Ambrysus amargosus 

Ash Meadows naucorid-Threatened (Designated Critical Habitat in County)



Description:


The Ash Meadows naucorid is a small, apparently flightless insect reaching up to 6 mm (.24 in) in length. It is a waterbug, that is brown in color, and it bites.  It is a true bug. 

Habitat:


It occurs in habitats ranging from among rocks in the swift currents of cold montane pools to among algae and submerged vegetation of warm pools. 

Range:


The Ash Meadows naucorid is reported only from the Point of Rocks Springs and their outflows. 

Breeding:


Not much is known about this bug’s life cycle.

Diet:



This naucorid is predacious, feeding on other smaller invertebrates. 

Conservation Status:



The major threats at present are water pollution, physical destruction/lose of natural habitat and introduction of non-native species. The Ash Meadows naucorid is the only Hemipteran protected by the Endangered Species Act. Channelization of the gravel bottom outflow from Point of Rocks Springs has eliminated the Ash Meadows naucorid from its preferred habitat. It now occurs only in restricted numbers. It is threatened by the possibility of altering surface drainage patterns which would reduce or eliminate surface water, lower the water table, and interfere with ground water recharge. The destruction of wetlands would be extremely detrimental to this and other species of Ash Meadows. 
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