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Bonytail chub-Endangered (Has designated critical habitat in county)



Description:

The bonytail chub is a large minnow, reaching up to 62 cm long.  It has a wide, flattened head which is concave in profile.  Its mouth is large. The lips lack barbels.  The eyes are small and elliptical.  Its nuchal hump is less sharply pronounced than the humpback chub.  The body is slender but enlarged making the head appear smaller.  Body scales are often lacking over the dorsal, ventral and anal peduncle, or else there are minute embedded scales there. 

Habitat:


The bonytail chub resides in both riverine and lacustrine habitats.  They are found in the main stream of mid-sized to large rivers, usually in or near deep swift water in flowing pools or back waters, over mud or rocks.   They are frequently associated with eddies just outside the main current.  They have a high tolerance for turbidity (Matthews and Moseley 1990).  Available data suggests that habitats required for conservation include river channels and flooded, ponded, or inundated riverine habitats; especially those where competition from non-native fish are absent of reduced (USFWS, Federal Register, 21, March 1994).
Range:


Larger channels of the Colorado River system, in swift water; in Nevada along the main channel of the Colorado and lower part of the Virgin River. 

Breeding:

Spawning occurs from May to June.  Females produce between 1,000 and 17,000 eggs. Eggs begin hatching about 9 hours after fertilization.  Survival rate of juveniles is 17-38%. 

Diet:

Bonytail chub feed on insects, with larger members eating terrestrial insects such as beetles, grasshoppers and ants. They also eat surface drift composed of insects and plant matter. 

Conservation Status:


Changes in stream flow and water temperature, direct loss of habitat due to inundation by reservoirs, blockage of migration routes and the introduction of non-native fish are primarily responsible for the decline of the bonytail chub. 
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