Salvelinus confluentus

Bull Trout-Threatened

Description:

Bull trout can grow to more than 20 pounds in lake environments and rarely exceed 4 pounds when located in streams.  They have small, pale yellow to crimson spots on a darker background, which ranges from olive green to brown above, fading to white on their belly.  These trout have no teeth on the roof of their mouth.  They do not have spots on their dorsal fin and small scales cover their body. 
Habitat:


Bull trout prefer clean, sediment free, spring fed streams.  There are 3 types of life cycles; adfluvial, the trout migrate between lakes, reservoirs and streams: fluvial, the trout migrate between small tributaries and main rivers: and non-migratory, the trout are permanent residents of large bodies of water.  Bull trout found in Nevada are fluvial.

Range:

In Nevada, bull trout have only been located in the Jarbidge River, Elko County.  Migration is important to maintaining healthy bull trout populations. 
Breeding:


At four to seven years of age these trout reach sexual maturity.  Spawning migration starts as early as April.  Spawning occurs between August and October in streams with cold, unpolluted water, clean gravel and cobble substrate, and gentle stream slopes.  One hundred to 10,000 eggs are laid, they require a long incubation period compared to other salmon and trout (4 –5 months), hatching in late winter or early spring.  Fry remain in the streambed for up to three weeks before emerging. Juvenile fish retain their fondness for the stream bottom and are often found at or near it.

Diet:


These trout feed primarily on insects, eggs and other fish when available.
Conservation Status:


Bull trout are most sensitive to increased water temperatures, poor water quality, and low flow conditions.  Their decline has also been caused by in stream water diversions, dams, and habitat alterations.  Brook trout, introduced throughout much of the bull trout range, easily hybridize with them, producing sterile offspring.  Brook trout also reproduce earlier and at a higher rate than bull trout, so bull trout populations are often supplanted by these non-natives.

