Pseudocopaeodes eunus obscurus

Carson Wandering Skipper-Endangered

Description:


The Carson wandering skipper is a small tawny-orange butterfly.  It has a brown body, with light orange on its dorsal surface, with thick black coloring along the veins, outer margin, and on both basal surfaces.  It is duller, overall, with an expanse of bright yellow and orange ground color, especially on the ventral surface, interrupted by broadly darkened veins.  

Habitat:


The Carson wandering skipper is found in grassland habitats, as well as others, on alkaline substrates.  Suitable habitat will usually have the  following characteristics: elevation less than 1524 m (5,000 feet), located east of the Sierra Nevada, presence of salt grass, open areas near springs or water, and geothermal activity.  Adults require nectar for food.   For a salt grass area to be appropriate habitat, a nectar source must be present and in bloom during the flight season.

Range:


The skipper is found only in two counties, Washoe County, Nevada and Lassen County, California.

Breeding:


Females lay one brood yearly of cream-colored eggs on salt grass.  Larvae are usually green or tan and have a dark head and black collar.  Pupae generally rest in the nest, and larvae generally hibernate.

Diet:


Plant species known to be used for nectar include a mustard (Thelypodium crispum), racemose golden-weed (Pyrrocoma racemosus), and slender birds-foot trefoil (Lotus tenuis).  If alkaline-tolerant plant species are not present, but there is a fresh-water source to support alkaline-intolerant nectar sources adjacent to the larval host plant (salt grass), the area may provide suitable habitat.

Conservation Status:


Due to the small, isolated nature of the known populations, threats to the skipper are usually naturally occurring events.  Urban and residential development activities, wetland modification, non-native plant invasion, excessive livestock grazing, and proposed water exportation projects are some examples of threats.
