Chasmistes cujus

Cui-ui-Endangered

Description:

Cui–ui, a sucker fish, can attain lengths of about 60 cm (23.5 in), and weights of about 2.75 kg (6 lbs).   The head is relatively large, wide and flat.  The upper lip is very thin, with the lower lip represented by folds on either side of the head.  The eyes are small, and it has a ventroterminal, unsucker like mouth.  The cui–ui’s scales are corse and colored blackish-brown on the dorsal side, fading to flat white on the ventral side.  The scales are slightly forked.

Habitat:


These fish are usually found in medium sized rivers with a medium gradient, or lake habitats in either deep or shallow water.  They prefer inshore areas of lakes with extensive shoals and shallow bars.  They spawn in the Truckee River over gravel bars.

Range:


Confined to Pyramid Lake, Washoe County, Nevada, and only ascend the affluent Truckee river during spring spawning from April-June.

Breeding:


Cui-ui spawns in mid-April through June.  Spawning lasts about 3-5 days.  They begin to reproduce at 8-12 years and can live to be 40 years old.  Spawning is  not successful every year.  Cui-ui usually breed upstream in the Truckee River or, when a school cannot make it upstream, they spawn in inflowing freshwater at the mouth of the river.  Spawning occurs in relatively shallow, rapidly flowing water, often at the head of a sand or gravel bank which turns or parts the current.  Two or more males attend a single female.  Eggs are small and abundant, the habit of depositing eggs in shallower water being extremely tiring due to the sudden fall in water depth.  Migration and spawning appears to be more active at night than during the day.

Diet:


Cui-ui are omnivorous, zooplankton feeders.  Most feeding is done around rocks where the thick algae coating is populated by microcrustacea.

Conservation Status:


Threatened by the division of the Truckee river water source resulting in a diminished volume of water in Pyramid Lake, and the subsequent increase of salt concentration.  Most of the adult mortality occurs during spawning; they become easy prey for pelicans.
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