Cultural Resource CPA52 Examples

Under cultural resources there are six sections of the 2013 revised CPA52 form that need to be given
attention when completing the form. These sections are: G. Special Environmental Concerns; Section J.
Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns; Section K. Other Agencies and Broad Public Concerns;
Section O. Determination of Significance or Extraordinary Circumstances; Section L. Mitigation, and

Additional Notes.

Section G. Special Environmental Concerns

Cultural resources are included under Special Environmental Concerns. Column G (Figure 1) is where
the benchmark conditions are described. Benchmark conditions are the existing conditions. If the
cultural resource survey has identified archaeological sites within the Area of Potential Effect (APE) the
under the benchmark conditions for cultural resources enter “archaeological sites identified during the
cultural resource survey” include the field number where the sites were located. If no archaeological
sites were identified during the cultural resource survey enter under benchmark conditions “No
archaeological sites identified during the cultural resource survey.”

Special Environmental Concerns: Environmental Laws, Executive Orders, policies, etc.

In Section "G" complete and attach Environmental Procedures Guide Sheets for documentation as applicable. Items with a "e"
may require a federal permit or consultation/coordination between the lead agency and another government agency. In these
cases, effects may need to be determined in consultation with another agency. Planning and practice implementation may
proceed for practices not involved in consultation.
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Figure 1. CPA-52 Sections G, J, and Alternatives.
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Section J. Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Section J (see Figurel) is where impacts to special environmental concerns are documented. Space for
documenting up to three alternatives is provided. The first space is for documenting impacts if no action
is taken. No action means that the project impacts if not funded or impacts if project is not done. If
archaeological sites that are considered historic properties (eligible for National Register inclusion) have
been found within the original APE then in the drop down box for no action select “May Effect.”
Document this by writing in the box “As proposed by producer the project will affect historic
properties see NVEVC-01 form.” If the archaeological sites are not eligible for National Register
inclusion or no archaeological sites is within the original APE the document this by writing “As project
is proposed by producer No historic properties affected see NV-EVC-01 form.” If no cultural
resource survey was needed write “N.A.” or “Not Applicable.” If consultation or cultural resource
compliance is not completed place a check mark in box labeled “Needs Further Action”. Leave check
mark until action is completed.

Under Alternative 1 (see Figure 1) document effects to archaeological sites under alternative 1. If the
NRCS has avoided archaeological sites found within the original APE then select “No Effect” from the
drop down box and document this by writing “Historic Properties mitigated by avoidance see
attached documentation” or write “Archaeological sites tested for National Register and found to be
Not Eligible, see attached documentation” if the sites were tested by the State Cultural Resource
Specialist. Occasionally it will be necessary to select “No Effect” and document by writing
“Archaeological sites testing for National Register and found to be eligible, see attached
documentation. Archaeological sites found are always mitigated through avoidance or testing for
National Register eligibility. If no cultural resource survey was needed write “N.A.” or “Not
Applicable.” Complete similar process for Alternative 2 if needed.

Section K. Other Agencies and Broad Public Concerns-Easements and Mitigation

Section K (Figure 2) is for documenting agency and public concerns and consultation. Under No Action
no documentation is needed for cultural resources. Under Alternative 1 and or Alternative 2 Reference
SHPO consultation if consulted, NRCS determination of no effect on historic properties (see letter from
SCRS for exact wording) and easements required if project is on BLM land.

Section L. Mitigation

Section L. (See Figure 2) is for documenting mitigation measures taken. Under No Action nothing is
required or put “N.A” here. Under Alternative 1 if historic properties were avoided (APE was moved)
enter “Historic Properties were avoided see attached archaeological documentation.” If Historic
Properties were not avoided and damage to site was minimized by investigations by an SCRS enter “No
Adverse Effect on Historic Properties”. The language to use should be similar to that provided by the
NRC S determination letter provided by the SCRS to the field office. Complete the same procedure for
Alternative 2 if applicable.
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Figure 2. CPA-52 Section K.

Section O. Determinations of Significance of Extraordinary Circumstances

Section O (Figure 3) is used for documenting beneficial and adverse impacts. Consider effects on historic
properties (bullets 2 and 7). The State Cultural Resource Specialist will tell the field office if there are
any beneficial or adverse effects to document for cultural resources here.

O. Determination of Significance or Extraordinary Circumstances

Intensity: Refers to the severity of impact. Impacts may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if the
Federal agency believes that on balance the effect will be beneficial. Significance cannot be avoided by terming an action temporary
or by breaking it down into small component parts.

If you answer ANY of the below questions "yes" then contact the State Environmental Liaison as there may be extraordinary
circumstances and significance issues to consider and a site specific NEPA analysis may be required.

Yes No
I I .
|l - | - | 5 |
e Is the preferred alternative expected to significantly affect unique characteristics of the geographic area such

as proximity to historic or cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or
ecologically critical areas?

Is the preferred alternative expected to cause significant effects on public health or safety?

| n I
r r . Are the effects of the preferred alternative on the quality of the human environment likely to be highly
controversial?
e Does the preferred alternative have highly uncertain effects or involve unique or unknown risks on the human
[ I environment?
e Does the preferred alternative establish a precedent for future actions with significant impacts or represent a |
decision in principle about a future consideration?
r r Is the preferred alternative known or reasonably expected to have potentially significant environment impacts
I ® to the quality of the human environment either individually or cumulatively over time?
r r Will the preferred alternative likely have a significant adverse effect on ANY of the special environmental
I ® concerns? Use the Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheets to assist in this determination. This includes, but is
not limited to, concerns such as cultural or historical resources, endangered and threatened species,
environmental justice, wetlands, floodplains, coastal zones, coral reefs, essential fish habitat, wild and scenic
rivers, clean air, riparian areas, natural areas, and invasive species.
| I I

e Will the preferred alternative threaten a violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements for the |
protection of the environment?

Figure 3. CPA-52 Section O.



Additional Notes

Add any additional notes here (Figure 4.).

| have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that
made the finding indicated above.

S. Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Signature Title Date

Additional notes

Figure 4. Additional Notes.



