	Gopherus agassizii
Desert Tortoise-Threatened (Designated Critical Habitat in County)



Description:
The desert tortoise has a domed shaped brown shell and long claws for digging.    They are burrowing reptiles that are unable to swim.  The desert tortoise lives longer than any other reptile of southwestern United States (50-100 years), and is the least affected by seasonal changes. Adults weigh 2-6 kg (4.4-13.2 lbs). 

Habitat:


The desert tortoise occasionally inhabits rocky hillsides, but are mostly found on gently sloping bajadas, wide desert flats or valley bottoms.  They live where there is low rainfall, high evaporation, and extremely variable temperatures.  Desert tortoises spend November through February in a torpid state in their underground burrows, 95% of their lives are spent underground.

Range:

Desert tortoises are found in the Mohave Desert of Nevada and California, usually at elevations below 1524 m (5,000 feet).
Breeding:
Breeding can occur at any time, but the female lays a clutch of 4-8 hard shelled eggs during May, June, and July.  They can lay 2-3 clutches a year.  Only a few out of a hundred hatchlings survive to adulthood, mainly due to predation.  Sexual maturity is 15-20 years old.
Diet:

The desert tortoise is herbivorous.  Forbs and grasses are the primary food source.  Spring rains provide water, but the desert tortoise can go without water for a year. 

Conservation Status:

Dangers to the desert tortoise include upper respiratory tract disease (URTD), habitat loss, competition with domestic livestock for forage, replacement of forage plants by invading species, drought and its attendant water balance problems, losses due to predators, and automobiles, especially off-road vehicles. Effective efforts to preserve the desert tortoise will focus on, among other things, maintaining the integrity of their burrows. 
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