Crenichthys baileyi grandis

Hiko White River springfish-Endangered (Designated Critical Habitat in County)

Description:

The Hiko Wdite River springfish is a small (6.3 cm, 2.5 inches maximum length), deep-bodied fish.  It is dorsoally olive colored and ventrally silver, with double rows of spots on the sides that may be connected.  Lack of ventral fins and bicuspid teeth distinguish this genus from other members of the family.  This species has larger sized males with deeper coloration.  The ventral side of the fish has some yellow coloration, which extends from the ventral surface of the head and body posteriorly onto the caudal fin, which becomes deep orange.  Other distinguishing features are a longer head and more dorsal and anal fin rays than other members of the family.

Habitat:

This springfish is found in freshwater springs.  It prefers headwaters and quiet waters along the outflows.

Range:


The Hiko White River springfish is endemic to Crystal and Hiko Springs of pluvial White River drainage in the White River system, Pahranagat Valley, Lincoln County, Nevada.  It occurs only in Crystal Spring, a population may exist in Hiko Spring.  A refugium population does exist in Blue Link Spring far outside the native range.

Breeding:


Springfish spawn in the summer months.  Incubation is 5 to 7 days.  Breeding males exhibit more intense coloration than females, with mid-dorsal markings becoming very dark (almost black) contrasting with light, sometimes yellow, sides above the fused spots.

Diet:


This springfish is described as an opportunistic omnivore.  Filamentous algae is its most important food.
Conservation Status:


Its major threats are habitat disturbance, and the introduction of exotic fishes.
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