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Rhinichthys osculus lethoporus 

Independence Valley speckled dace-Endangered (Independence Valley, Warm Springs Ranch T-36-N/35-N)



Description:

This small fish is similar to the Clover Valley speckled dace.  The Independence Valley speckled dace has a smaller head, with rather large, subcircular eyes. Its lips usually have one or two barbels of varying lengths, but possibly lacking them on one or both sides. The lateral line is sometimes not complete, and the caudal fin is large and crescentic. 

Habitat:


The Independence Valley speckled dace is a freshwater fish.  It is found in springs and their overflows.

Range:

The Independence Valley speckled dace breaks into four geographic races in Nevada where it is found in all drainage systems.  This dace is found in Independence Valley Warm Springs, Elko County NV. (T-36-N/35-N).

Breeding:

Breeding is bimodal with peaks in early spring and late summer. The spawning site, referred to as the nest, is usually a few inches in diameter, and located in quiet areas of pools in depths of 2.5-10 cm (1-4 in.). During spawning the female enters the nest repeatedly, depositing a few eggs each time until she has finished spawning. Several males then deposit sperm on the eggs, and activity shifts to another nest. Females generally become sexually mature at 2 years of age. 

Diet:

These dace are insectivorous, feeding on large quantities of small dipterans. It also consumes plant matter. 

Conservation Status:

Habitat alterations have been the primary cause of decline, in addition to introduced non-native fish species.  It is likely surviving simply because of its large initial population size. 
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