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Species Habitat Evaluation 

for Ring-Necked Pheasant in Nevada 
 

Landowner/Operator:          County:       Date: 

Farm No.:  Tract:          USGS Quad Name: 

Field(s): Acres: Section:  Township:  Range:

Assisted By:  
 
 

An NRCS Area Biologist should be contacted before attempting to use this form 
 

Habitat:  Ring-necked pheasant occur throughout Nevada and are closely associated with agricultural 
areas, especially cultivated lands interspersed with grass ditches, hedgerows, and shrubby areas.  
Pheasant typically roost in trees or dense shrubs but may also use alfalfa or residual grass cover.  
Food:  During the fall and winter small grains, grasses, wild fruits and insects are eaten.  Spring and 
summer diets are similar with an increase in insect and green leafage consumption. 
 

 

Species Habitat Evaluation: Pheasant   
 

FACTOR COMPONENTS 

HABITAT 
VALUE 
RATING PRESENT PLANNED 

 

Irrigated crops (including grasses and 
legumes) with areas of native 
vegetation, riparian or wetland plants  

0.8 to 1.0 

Irrigated crops (including grasses and 
legumes) without areas of native 
vegetation, riparian or wetland plants 

0.4 to 0.7 
Plant 

Community 

Non-cropland within evaluation area 0 to 0.3 

  

Small grains, corn, grasses and 
legumes, native vegetation, and wetland 
or riparian plants all occur within on 
section of land 

0.8 to 1.0 

Area dominated by crops other than 
small grains or corn; a few grasses or 
legumes; small areas of native 
vegetation wetland or riparian plants 
within one section 

0.4 to 0.7 Plant 
Diversity 

Area dominated by crops other than 
small grains or corn; or no areas of 
native vegetation wetland or riparian 
plants  

0 to 0.3 

  

Small grains, corn, or sorghum are 
grown every year and stubble is not 
plowed until March; stubble (stover) not 
grazed 

0.8 to 1.0 

Small grains, corn, or sorghum are not 
grown every year or stubble is plowed in 
fall or stubble (stover) grazed 

0.4 to 0.7 
Cropland Food 

Sources 

Small grains, corn, or sorghum are not 
grown 0 to 0.3 
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Species Habitat Evaluation: Pheasant  (continued) 
 

FACTOR COMPONENTS 

HABITAT 
VALUE 
RATING PRESENT PLANNED 

 

Grasses, forbs, and shrubs within 
evaluation area provide fruit and seeds  0.8 to 1.0 

Grasses, forbs, and shrubs are grazed, 
mowed, or burned annually 0.4 to 0.7 Natural Food 

Sources 

Sparse or no area of native/natural 
vegetation within evaluation area 0 to 0.3 

  

More than 10% of area is occupied by 
wetland or riparian areas supporting dense 
plant cover that is at least 10-inches tall 

0.8 to 1.0 

Less than 10% of area is occupied by 
wetland or riparian areas; or these areas 
are grazed, burned or mowed 

0.4 to 0.7 

Winter 
Cover 

December to 
February 

Upland annual forbs and grasses or crop 
stubble 0 to 0.3 

  

More than 10% of area is occupied by 
undisturbed grasses, forbs, or small grains 
at least 10-inches tall 

0.8 to 1.0 

Less than 10% of area is occupied by 
undisturbed grasses, forbs, or small grains 
at least 10-inches tall 

0.4 to 0.7 
Nesting 
Cover 

April to June  
Cover is sparse and less than 10-inches 
tall; or suitable areas are grazed or mowed 
before July 

0 to 0.3 

  

More than 10% of area is occupied by 
dense, herbaceous, plant cover that is 16- 
to 36-inches tall 

0.8 to 1.0 

Less than 10% of area is occupied by 
dense stands of shrubs; herbaceous plants 
are 16- to 36-inches tall 

0.4 to 0.7 
Brood-Rearing 

Cover 
June to August 

Vegetation is sparse and less than 16-
inches tall; or suitable areas are grazed or 
mowed before August 

0 to 0.3 

  

Distance to perennial water source is 
less than 1-mile 0.8 to 1.0 

Water is available within 1-mile but only 
from irrigation infrastructure (canals, 
irrigation ditches, or drains) 

0.4 to 0.7 Water 
Sources 

Distance to perennial water source is 
more than 1-mile; or water is not 
regularly available  

0 to 0.3 

  

Cropland areas not treated with 
insecticides 0.8 to 1.0 

Use of insecticides is delayed until July 0.4 to 0.7 Pesticides 

Insecticides applied within April to July 
period 0 to 0.3 

  

 
             Habitat Evaluation Score for Ring-Necked Pheasant =  
 

NOTES: 
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