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Empetrichthys latos 

Pahrump poolfish-Endangered



Description:

The Pahrump poolfish, also known as the Pahrump killifish, is rather slender, about 5.1 cm (2 in) long.  Its body gently slopes to a convex predorsal profile.  Its head is relatively short and slender with a comparatively broad mouth.  The mandible is weak with the sides marked by a narrow axial. The jaws are dissimilar with the lower jaw protruding. The dorsal fin is set back near the caudal fin. Pelvic fins are lacking, and the caudal fins are small. 

Habitat:


The Pahrump poolfish is found in freshwater, shallow warm springs, 23.2 - 25 degrees C (74 - 77 degrees F), that have little fluctuation.  Larger individuals frequent more open, deeper waters and younger individuals prefer more shallow, weedy areas (Kobetich et. al. 1980).  
Range:

Pahrump Valley, Nye County, Nevada in three separate spring areas, each is the locality of a different subspecies. 

Breeding:


Spawning occurs throughout the year, but peaks in the spring (March-April).

Diet:


These fish are described as “omnivorous”.  Apparently they feed on a wide variety of available plant and animal material (Kobetich et al.  1980).
Conservation Status:

The introduction of Asiatic Carp, Cyprinus carpio and bullfrogs has had a negative impact on the Pahrump poolfish.  The environment is also being altered which has already restricted populations and could result the poolfishes extinction 
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