	PRIVATE
Xyrauchen texanus 

Razorback sucker-Endangered (Designated Critical Habitat in County)



Description:

The razorback sucker is a fresh water fish with a downward facing sucking mouth.  It  reaches lengths of over 60 cm (2 ft), and weights of about 4.5 kg (10 lbs). It has a large head somewhat compressed, constituting about one fourth of the total length. Its eyes are small and longitudinally oval. It has a large mouth, and distinctive nuchal hump. The dorsal fin is long and low, and it has a large, powerful caudal fin. The fish's upper surface is dull slate coloring, its belly is white, and its throat is yellow.   This sucker usually swims in schools.
Habitat:

These suckers live in freshwater systems with sandy bottoms.  They are found in main channel habitats in quiet pools and eddies along strong currents.  They are also found in reservoirs (3 of the 4 remaining populations over 100 individuals are found in reservoirs). 

Range:


The razorback sucker is found in the Colorado River and Gila River basins. 

Breeding:
The razorback sucker spawns in late January through April in the lower Colorado River basin.  Water temperatures must be between 11 to 21 C (USFWS 1990, Fed. Register, 21 March 1994).  In riverine habitats, spawning occurs mid April through mid June.  This sucker spawns near the shore in shallow waters.  Male breeding coloring is black to a point about one inch below the lateral line, with a brilliant orange extending ventral from this point. 
Diet:

The razorback sucker's diet consists of algae, planktonic crustaceans, and aquatic insect larvae.
Conservation Status:


Changes in stream flow and water temperatures, direct loss of habitat due to inundation by reservoirs, blockage of migration routes and the introduction of non- native fish species are primarily responsible for the decline of the razorback sucker. 
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