Potentilla basaltica

Soldier Meadows Cinquefoil-Candidate

Family: 


Rosaceae

Description:


Soldier Meadows cinquefoil is a low growing, rhizomatous, herbaceous perennial.  It has bright yellow flowers in loose clusters at the end of its stems.  It flowers in May and continues through the summer.  It is believed that this species is capable of self-pollination.
Habitat:

Soldier Meadows cinquefoil is restricted to moist meadows and seeps and their margins in alkaline, sandy soils between 1,320 and 1,555 m (4,330 and 5,100 ft) in elevation.  It is associated with alkali meadows, seeps, and occasionally marsh habitats bordering the perennial thermal springs, outflows, and depressions in the meadow.  This cinquefoil occurs along the mesic margins of stream banks where water temperature extremes are moderate.
Range:

The species is known only to exist in Soldier Meadow in Humboldt County, Nevada, and Ash Valley in Lassen County, California.
Conservation Status:

In general, populations of Soldier Meadows cinquefoil are distant from urban centers; however, these areas are popular for recreation and are often affected by livestock grazing.  Development of hot springs and camping areas; roads and off-highway vehicle activity; geothermal exploration; and introduction of invasive, nonnative species have also affected this cinquefoil.  Some of the common nonnative species include, but are not limited to, smotherweed (Bassia hyssopifolia), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), peppergrass (Lepidium perfoliatum), low whitetop (Cardaria draba), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).
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